
Sermon:                                       “Hope” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 196: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

The Great Thanksgiving for Advent - Hymnal 15

*Hymn 368: “My Hope Is Built”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you,

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”

_______________________________________________________________

Welcome to All Who Worship with Us Today

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God in

this place.  No matter who you are, or what your lifestyle may be, whether

you are high on the "hog" or low down in the pits, we welcome you with

open hands,  open hearts, and open minds.  We invite you to join with us

in church membership.  We promise you an exciting and meaningful way

of life in Christ. If you desire to join with us, please meet the pastor at the

altar during the last hymn.

Green County Food Pantry

Christmas items-needed by December 7, 2018

Green Beans – Cream of Mushroom Soup – Black-eyed peas

Jiffy cornbread mix – Cream Corn – Cake/cobbler mix – Pineapple

Liturgist for Next Sunday, December 9

Swords: Jeff Swords  Fork Chapel: Janet Copelan

Liturgy of the Advent Wreath, December 9

Jeff and Robin Sword and Family

Next Sunday’s Advent Scripture and Sermon
Advent 2: Peace – Matthew 3:1-12
Advent 3: Joy – Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 2:1-20
Advent 4: Love – Isaiah 7:10-14; Matter 1:18-25
Christmas Eve: What Is Your Christmas Story? Luke 2:1-20

Swords Christmas Dinner: TBA

FORK CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1401 Farmington Road
Madison, Georgia 30650

Visit our Website:
www.forkchapelumc.org

Rev. Dr. Anthony N. Gavalas, Pastor
155 International Drive, Apt. 407

``Athens, Georgia 30605
864-426-2019 – angavalas@umcsc.org



December 2, 2018 First Sunday in Advent

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Liturgists: Swords: Carl Mitcham; Fork Chapel: Nancy Copelan

Prelude +At Swords: Judy Foreman; Fork Chapel: George Copelan

Greeting, Joys, Concerns +Opening Prayer

Lighting the First Advent Candle Fork Chapel: Leroy and Donna Rice

Swords: Lynne Hester

Reader: The first week of Advent is all about hope. Think about hope as

you hear Lamentations 3: 21-24: “But this I call to mind, and therefore I

have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies

never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your

faithfulness.  “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope

in the Lord.”

One purple candle is lit.

Prayer: Let us pray: Gracious God, As the Advent season begins, we

cry out to you. We come to you looking for hope. When everything

else we rely on fails us, our only hope is in you. When we do not

understand what has happened, we hope in you. We can hope for

better days because we trust you. We know you and we know you are

here with us no matter what we are facing. Some of us see only

darkness this time of year. Some of us find life overwhelming. Some

of us are filled with Advent joy. Wherever we find ourselves today,

Loving God, remind us that our hope is in you. Be with us on this

journey. Amen.

Hymn: Light A Candle Bright and Tall (“For the Beauty of the Earth”)

Light a candle bright and tall

For the Hope within our world.

Hope that heard the ages’ call

As the stars and planets whirled.

Shine within our hearts today

Come, O Hope, to us, we pray.

*Hymn Sing:

Prayers of the People Liturgist: Carl Mitcham and Nancy Copelan

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5

Prayers: We enter into this first Sunday of the Advent season, turning

our attention to You, God. We acknowledge the darkness that is

within us, and that permeates the world. 

Father God, forgive us.

We acknowledge the suffering, tragedy, and pain by which humanity

is afflicted, which seems at times to overwhelm us.

Draw near to us, Oh God.

We consider the mystery of your ways, that you might choose to send

our Savior as an innocent baby and not as a warrior or a king; as one

who humbly accepted suffering and humiliation and called it glory.

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

We choose in this moment to focus our attention on HOPE; the hope

of Jesus Christ and all his coming represents for suffering people, the

hope for restoration of all that is broken in the world, the hope of new

life and resurrection.

Hope is the light we wish to see by.

Grant, Oh God, that when he comes, Christ may find us waiting in

expectation, our souls quieted, our hearts soft and open.

We wait in hope for the Lord.

In Christ all things are made new, and we look forward to the day our

hope is fulfilled, each heart reconciled, the work of Christ completed

in all the earth.

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Amen

The Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer

Declaration of Pardon Sharing the Peace

Offering with the Doxology

Special Music

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14



WESLEY HYMN DEVOTIONS

FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

“BORN TO SET THY PEOPLE FREE”

A CHRISTMAS HYMN DEVOTION

This is the first in a series of 4 weekly devotions based on the Nativity Hymns of

Charles Wesley.  This week’s hymn  is “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.”

Lines! They’re everywhere this time of year. There is a line of traffic to get into the

parking lot to do our Christmas shopping, and a line of people to make our purchases

before we leave. Our kids wait in line to see Santa, and we wait longer than usual to

treat ourselves to that special holiday latte. In our 21st century celebration of

Christmas, we get a lot of practice in waiting.

In a strange way all of this waiting fits the Christian calendar. The Church sets aside

the four weeks before Christmas as a time to prepare for the coming of our

long-expected Messiah. This season called Advent is an opportunity to focus on how

God came to us in history in the person of Jesus, comes to us in the present, and will

come again in the future.

In December 1745, Charles Wesley published a two-verse prayer in “Hymns for the

Nativity of our Lord” that helps us enter into the season of Advent. “Come, Thou

Long-Expected Jesus” appears in the United Methodist Hymnal with only minor

changes from the original.  A link to a recording of this hymn is found on the Fork

Chapel website as www.forkchapelumc.org.

Come

As we sing Wesley’s words, we enter into an ancient prayer. For hundreds of years, our

ancestors in the faith prayed for the Messiah to come. God had blessed them to be a

blessing to all the nations (Genesis 12:1-3), but it was difficult to feel blessed in the pain

of defeat, exile, and occupation. They longed for the Messiah to come and reestablish

the kingdom.

We understand those feelings of distance from God. While we have experienced times

when God feels near, there are others seasons of struggle and doubt. Some of us have

spent time wondering if God is still with us. So, we join this prayer today, “Come, thou

long-expected Jesus.”

We also know this on a much larger scale. We see our broken world and its systems.

We long for justice for all people regardless of race, color, national origin, ethnicity,

age, gender, disability, status, economic condition, sexual orientation, gender identity,

or religious affiliation. We await the day when Jesus will return to usher in the new

creation and heal our broken world. We join this prayer for our future also, “Come,

thou long-expected Jesus.”

Release us

As we keep singing, Charles Wesley continues to lead us in a prayer for liberation. For

Wesley, Jesus was born for this purpose.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

Born to set thy people free,

From our fears and sins release us,

Let us find our rest in thee.

The Rev. Paul Chilcote, Professor of Historical Theology and Wesleyan Studies at

Ashland (Ohio) Theological Seminary, talks about this when he shared: “For Charles,

our redemption is all about being liberated from those powers, those forces in our lives

that keep us from being the children of God that God has created us to be.”

In verse two, Wesley shows us what that looks like.

By thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone,

By thine all-sufficient merit,

Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Seeking to have Christ as the sole ruler of our hearts was the drive of the early

Methodist movement.

“By Methodists,” John Wesley wrote, “I mean…one who has ‘the love of God shed

abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him’” (“The Character of a Methodist”

¶5). In another place he writes about Methodists being those who pursue “universal

love filling the heart, and governing the life” (“Advice to a People Called Methodist”).

“What is it that’s binding you up?” Chilcote encourages us to ask ourselves during this

time of preparation. “What is it that’s keeping you from being the loving, caring,

compassionate person that God has created all of us to be? What are those barriers

that stand in the way of that?”

Living the prayer

When standing in line threatens to steal your joy this Christmas, hum this hymn as a

reminder that waiting is essential to the season. During Advent, we wait for the coming

of Christ into history, into our lives, and into our world.

Let Charles Wesley’s words be your prayer in this season. Come, thou long-expected

Jesus. Release us from our fears and sins. Rule in our hearts. Let us live in freedom,

sharing your love with all whom we meet.

http://www.forkchapelumc.org.

