
April 28, 2019 2nd Sunday in Eastertide

THE SERVICES FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing: No. 304: “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31 +Carl Mitchum or Jim Young
Pew Bible: Swords-829; Fork Chapel-NT 115

Easter Intercessions +Carl Mitchum or Jim Young
(inspired by John 20:19-31)

The Lord calls us to draw close and examine the wounded hands and feet of
the Risen One and to know the depth of his love for us.  Let us therefore
approach the throne of God in confidence as we pray for the whole people of
God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Lord our Father, as Jesus entered the locked room to show his disciples the
beginning of a new world, so enter our hearts and move us to faith in Jesus
as the Risen One.  Convince us of the reality and significance of the
resurrection, and free us from all manner of fears and phobias.  Give us
courage in the face of death, knowing that this is the gateway to new
resurrected life for those who trust in Christ.
Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.

Be with your church throughout the world so that its preaching and works of
love may continue to testify to our Lord’s resurrection.  Wherever your
church is faithless and lacking in courage to do the work that Jesus has
given, visit it and build it up with your Spirit.  Be with all our pastors so that
they may listen well and then speak with Christ’s authority.
Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.

Bring peace to all parts of the earth.  Wherever nations are at war and people
are divided, visit and bring true reconciliation.  Especially protect all
Christian people in these nations, and help them to influence their country
for the good of all.
Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.

Wherever homes are disrupted by anger and bitterness, and wherever
relationships are distorted and dulled, visit and bring peace and harmony. 
Wherever young people are gathered in your name, visit and guide them

with your holy word and wisdom.  Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.

Visit and comfort the sick and suffering too, dear Lord.  Heal and
strengthen weak bodies, calm and correct confused minds.  We pray for
those we know with particular needs we name before you (pause).  Support
them all with your great love and mercy, and be with those others known to
us and whom we now name in our hearts…Lord, in your mercy… hear our
prayer.

Join me in confessing our reluctance to be God’s Easter People:

Gracious and loving God,
the resurrection of your Son has not pulled us far from our old ways.
Our faith becomes fear in the face of the world's troubles. 
We trust more in the power of "the way things are" 
than in the new life you grant. 
We hesitate to speak out against wrong, convinced it will do no good.
We excuse ourselves from helping others, fearing for our security. 
We stay busy with small concerns to avoid facing our shortcomings.

Holy God, forgive our fears and our doubts.
Plant Easter seeds in us to push through dead ground of old habits. 
Transform our suffering into greater faithfulness.
Catch us up into the dance of your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may find hope and strength
for the living of these days.  Amen

The Pastor’s Prayer – Words of Pardon - Sharing the Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music

Scripture: Acts 5:27-39 Pew Bible: Swords-834; Fork Chapel-NT 123

Sermon                 “Believe Resurrection/Live Resurrection” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 310: “He Lives”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.”

________________________________________________________________

We welcome everyone to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of
God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we invite you to worship with
us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to join with is
membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.



Prayer of Rededication of Stained Glass Windows
Swords United Methodist Church

Lord of Light, 
In the beginning you separated the light from the darkness, 
and said it was good.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

When Moses and the children of Israel escaped in darkness,
you sent a pillar of flame to light the way.

When in our sin we turned away and called for darkness to surround us, 
you pursued us.
Even the darkness is not dark to you, O Lord, t
he night is bright as the day.

In a stable dark, your light was born in human form.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

So may the light that shines through this window 
be a blessing to us and remind us of your true light.

Bless this windows to our inspiration as we remember the founding 
fathers and mothers who first placed this window here in 1913.

Their memory is a blessing forever.

We thank you that we, the members of Swords United Methodist Church, 
now rededicate this rebuilt window to the glory God and in loving memory
those whose service first gave this window.

Lord, keep us mindful of the innumerable treasures
that have been handed to us from generations before.  
Give us humility to serve as we've been served.  
May the love to which they testified in glass live on in us so that, 
though we knew them not in our living,
we may know them in our service to you.
May the light that shown in them, shine through us. Amen.

Liturgists Next Sunday, May 5, 2019
Swords: Ron Hess   Fork Chapel: Debbie Gerrard
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