
May 12, 2019 3rd Sunday in Eastertide

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing: No. 304: “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

First Lesson: Psalm 23 +Ava Savage or Linda Young

Prayer of Intercession for Mother’s Day +Ava Savage or Linda Young

Mothering God, creator and sustainer, we thank you for nurturing us like a
mother. We praise you that your care and protection surround us like a mother.
On this Mother’s Day Sunday, we remember all the people who have nurtured
us, especially the important women in our lives, those who have seen, not just
with their eyes, but with their heart. Hear our prayer for mothers around the
world.  Mother God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember mothers, whose families are torn apart by misunderstandings,
jealousy, and fighting.  We remember mothers who are older, but who still bear
the responsibility of raising children and grandchildren. And we remember
mothers who mean well, but make mistakes.
Mother God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember mothers who are unable to support their children, we remember
mothers who are forced to sell themselves in order to feed her children. 
Mother God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember women who, because of various circumstances, are unable to
become mothers. We remember mothers who have adopted children and
mothers who given up their rights as mothers.  Mother God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We remember mothers who rejoice in the achievements of their children. Who
joyfully watch a new generation take hold. We remember mothers who are
single parents, who through personal sacrifice and perseverance provide a
loving home for their children.  Mother God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

We remember mothers who helplessly watch their children suffer and die from
malnutrition because of famine, drought, flood or war. We pray for the mothers
where recent disasters have occurred.  We pray for refugee mothers who like

Mary, the mother of Jesus, took the daring step of seeking safety for their
children in a foreign land.  We remember mothers whose children are sick or
disabled and who will try anything to cure or help them.  Mother God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for mothers and their children around the world caught in the terrors
of violence and living in fear — in Syria, Palestine, Afghanistan. We weep
with the mothers of those who inflict violence on others..  Mother God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, thank you for those who have nurtured us. Open our eyes to
the plight of so many mothers around the world for whom life is difficult. Help
us share your love and mercy with them.  Mother God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

In the silence of this moment, hear the prayers of our hearts... [pause]

Join me now as we confess our sin to God and one anotehr

Merciful God, we confess we have strayed from you and your ways like
lost sheep.  Too often we have followed the desires of our own hearts,
ignoring your desires and the needs of others.  We have judged ourselves
pure when we are not; considered ourselves great when we are small.  We
have failed in love and ignored your truth. We are lost!  Find us, and
forgive our foolishness and pride. Return us to your paths of truth and
love.

The Pastor’s Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer - The Pardon and Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Danny Roland at Fork Chapel

Scripture: John 10:22-30 +Pews Bible: Swords, p. 819; Fork Chapel, NT 104

Sermon:                         “A Glimpse of God” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 381 “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.”

________________________________________________________________

We welcome everyone to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God
in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we invite you to worship with us often. 
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to join with is membership. 
Please speak with the pastor following worship.



Liturgists Next Sunday, May 12, 2019
Swords: Murray Beiser   Fork Chapel: Carolyn Copelan

Pre-Annual Conference Training and District Conference
Sunday, May 19, St. James UMC, Athens

Lay Members of Annual Conference who should attend are: 
From Swords: Lynne Hester (Emma Burch, Alternate).

From Fork Chapel: Wynn Copelan (Leroy Rice Alternate).

Small Group Study - A Grace-Full Life
Preparing for Revival Services - July 11 - August 15

Homecoming and Revival Services are fast approaching.  As a way of preparing
our heats and lives for revival, we are offering a small group study of our
Methodist understanding of how God’s Grace works in our lives.  If you haven’t
already registered, please do so today on the registration sheet  being passed
among you today.  It is important that you sign up so we will know to order you a
study book.  Thank you.
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