
May 12, 2019 3rd Sunday in Eastertide

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing: No. 304: “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

First Lesson: Acts 11:1-18 +Murray Beiser or Carolyn Copelan
Pew Bible: Swords-840; Fork Chapel: NT130

Easter Confession and Pardon +Led by the Pastor
(based on Acts 11:1-18)

Let us tell God and one another how hart it is for us to love as Jesus loved:

God of the clean and the unclean,
we too easily think we can see from your point of view.

We exclude, hold grudges and nurse contempt,
all the while hiding ourselves
for fear we too would be found wanting.

We think we are justified
because we are made holy by your love,
and we assume holiness means more like us.

We forget, or never really knew,
that all you touch is holy,
and that you created all that is.

So when we exclude, we exclude you.
When we hold grudges, we hate you.
When we show contempt,
we are contemptuous of those you love.

May we be made holy in truth,
loving as you love, clean and unclean alike.

Easter Intercessions +Murray Beiser or Carolyn Copelan
(based on John 13: 31-35)

Loving, listening God, ever-attentive to the voices of those in need,
we call on your name so that we might live.
Now hear our prayer:

For the church that bears Christ’s name,
that the world may know we are his disciples

by the love that we have for one another.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For leaders of nations and all persons in positions of authority,
that their lives may be marked by Christ-like service and love.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who are oppressed and living in captivity,
that they may escape from evil and death
to find the land of freedom you have promised.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are hungry and thirsty this day
and for those who have too much,
that we may learn to share your generous gifts, O God.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are dealing with loss or facing death,
that the presence of Christ may bless and keep them.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those in need, especially for...(share your prayer requests aloud or
silently).

Answer us in the day of trouble, O God,
so that we may lift up the cup of salvation
in the presence of your people,
giving thanks for all your goodness to us;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer 

Sharing Our Peace in Christ

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Danny Roland at Fork Chapel

Scripture: John 13:31-35 +Pews Bible: Swords, p. 823; Fork Chapel, NT 108

Sermon:                         “Two Letters” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 419 “I am Thine O Lord”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
    

God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.

                                                      



We welcome everyone to worship today. 
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgists Next Sunday, May 19, 2019
Swords: Robin Swords   Fork Chapel: Cathy Smith

Small Group Study - A Grace-Full Life
Preparing for Revival Services - July 11 - August 15

Homecoming and Revival Services are fast approaching.  As a way of preparing
our heats and lives for revival, we are offering a small group study of our
Methodist understanding of how God’s Grace works in our lives.  If you haven’t
already registered, please do so today on the registration sheet  being passed
among you today.  It is important that you sign up so we will know to order you a
study book.  Thank you.

Items Needed by the Greene County Food Ministry
May: Canned Fruit - Bring to church by May 26

June: Breakfast Cereal (hot or cold) – Bring to church by June 23

The Power of God’s  Love

Love can always conquer
Whatever discord brings
and love can also cover
a multitude of things.

Don’t you underestimate
what love can ever do,
for love is God eternal
and His love can renew.

What is cold and lifeless,
now lost all hope and died,
for love can breathe new meaning
and give it back new life.

Please don’t give up on love
when it seems that all is lost,
for there is always hope
if we’re prepared to pay the cost.

For love is always worth it
no matter how much the price,
for love will be much stronger
when we trust in Jesus Christ.

So let God have full reign,
let Him live within your heart
then you will know true love,
for this He will impart.
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