
"It is impossible to govern the world without God. It is the duty of all

nations to acknowledge the Providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to

be grateful for his benefits and humbly implore his protection and favor. I

am sure there never was a people who had more reason to acknowledge a

divine interposition in their affairs, than those of the United States; and I

should be pained to believe that they have forgotten that agency which was

so often manifested during the revolution; or that they failed to consider

the omnipotence of Him, who is alone able to protect them. He must be

worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not

gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations."  – George Washington,

20 August, 1778

We welcome everyone to worship today. 
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgist Next Sunday, June 2, 2019
Swords: Ron Hess – Fork Chapel: Zandy Cook

Small Group Study - A Grace-Full Life
Preparing for Revival Services - July 11 - August 15

Homecoming and Revival Services are fast approaching.  As a way of preparing
our heats and lives for revival, we are offering a small group study of our
Methodist understanding of how God’s Grace works in our lives.  The course is
titled “A Grace-Full Life.”  If you haven’t already registered, please do so today
on the registration sheet being passed among you today.  It is important that you
sign up so we will know to order you a study book.  Thank you.

Items Needed by the Greene County Food Ministry
May: Canned Fruit - Bring to church by May 26

June: Breakfast Cereal (hot or cold) – Bring to church by June 23

Swords Church and the Brandy Angel Foundation

Treasurer Lynne Hester reports that the Swords Congregation has

contributed $300 to the “Be the Change:Brandy Angel Foundation” which is

the group collecting the money to build the Fox family a house.  If anyone

wants to contribute more, the address is 100 Dickens Lane, Bishop, GA 
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May 26, 2019 6th Sunday of Easter

The Service for the Lord’s Day - Memorial Sunday

Welcome, Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 697: “My County ‘Tis of Thee”

*Apostles’ Creed No, 881

First Scripture: Joshua 4:1-19 +Read by Robin Swords or Kathy Smith
Pew Bible page: Swords 168; Fork Chapel OT 196

Confession and Pardon - Led by the pastor

God of every nation, as we remember those that gave their life for our sake,
let us be stirred to action in their memory. We confess that we have not done
all that is possible to promote peace and justice in our world.  We have not
loved our neighbors, let alone our enemies.  Forgive us for failing to live up to
your commandments. Empower us to work for your Kingdom in this world,
and welcome us by your grace into your Kingdom in the world to comet. 
Amen.

Prayers of the People Led by Robin Swords or Kathy Smith

Gracious, Sovereign God, Lord of all nations, On this Memorial Day, we pause to
reflect upon our blessings as a nation and the high cost of those blessings for
many.  (Silence)

For the freedom we enjoy in this country, for opportunities to flourish, and for the
security of our land, we thank You, Lord, God. (Silence)

For those who have served in the armed services of our country, risking their lives
for our liberty, we thank You, Lord, God. (Silence)

For those who have given their lives in service to our country, sacrificing in such a
costly way for the sake of others, including each of us, we thank You, Lord.
God.  (Silence)

For a day set apart, not just for celebration, but also for solemn remembrance as
we consider the sacrifices of so many in our military, we thank you, Lord God.
(Silence)

O Lord, may we be more aware of just how blessed we are as a nation. May we be
more grateful for our blessings, more faithful in stewarding them well, more eager

to share them with others. Grant this, O Lord.  (Silence)

We pray today for the families and friends of those who have given their lives in
service to our nation. May they be comforted in their sadness. May they be
reassured that the sacrifice of their loved ones contributes to a worthy cause. May
they be proud of those they have lost, entrusting their ultimate fate into your
gracious hands. Grant this, O Lord. (Silence)

Even as we remember those who have given their lives in the past, we also think
of those whose lives are on the line today. Iraq, Afghanistan, and in other places
of conflict and violence. Protect them. Encourage them. Bring them home safely .
. . and soon. Grant this, O Lord.  (Silence)

Give wisdom to the Commander-in-Chief and all leaders of our armed services,
that they might know how best to deploy the troops in the cause of freedom. May
their efforts be successful, so that true peace with justice might be established in
our world. Grant this, O Lord. (Silence)

The Pastor’s Prayer with The Lord’s Prayer

Sharing the Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook at Fork Chapel

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 +Swords 876; Fork Chapel: NT 173

Sermon                              “Memorial Day-Hopeful Memory” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 437: “This Is My Song”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you, with his
sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.

Abraham Lincoln’s Prayer for the Nation
Second inaugural address (1864)

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up
the nation's wounds... to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace among ourselves and with all nations.


