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Summary: We try our best to continue trusting the God of hope but so much in this world and in
our individual lives tells us to give up the fight and settle into the lands of defeat.  But, the Holy
Spirit, our God of Hope, can fill us with hope, joy, and peace no matter our circumstance. 

Sermon: I begin today with two contrasting stories.  One points to the positive power of hope,
the other points to the destructive power of hopeless ness. 

The first story points to the power of hope in giving us something to look forward to, to
something that has a favorable out come.

The story is told of a multi-millionaire businessman who greatly changed the lives of a
sixth-grade class in a poor downtrodden township. This was an area where most of the students
would not finish formal schooling.

He had been asked to speak to a class of 60 children in the sixth grade. What could he say to
inspire these students, most of whom would drop out of school? He wondered how he could
capture the attendance of these students.

He scrapped his notes and decided to speak from his heart.

“Stay in school,” he encouraged them, “and I’ll help pay the college fees for every one of you.”

At that moment the lives of these students changed. For the first time they had hope. Said one
student, “I had something to look forward to, something waiting for me. It was a golden feeling.”

Nearly 90 percent of that class went on to graduate from high school. (Source Known)

Contrast the outcome of that story with this story.  Back in the early 1950's, the Atomic Energy
Commission decided to build an Atomic Enemy Plant in Aiken County, South Carolina.  The
plant was to produce Uranium 235 and Plutonian for America’s growing nuclear arsenal.  If I
remember correctly, ( I was 14 years old at the time) Bomb plant, as we called, covered more
than a fifty square mile area.  

Located in that large area was the little town of Ellington, SC.  That town had to be relocated and
they were, lock, stock, and barrel.  All efforts to save the town were defeated. There was no
choice, the town was located outside the Bomb site area and was named New Ellington, SC.  As
time neared for the relocation, signs of hopeless over the situation began to emerge.  If a light
bulb burned it was not place.  If a leak sprang up somewhere in the house, it was not repaired. 
Grass went uncut.  And, the toll was not just on  physical property.  It also took its toll on the
citizens of the town.  Depression, physical illness, anger, even a number of suicides (most elderly
who couldn’t stand losing their homes) was present.
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And for me, that story illustrates the power of hopelessness to give up hope, to shut the door on a
favorable outcome, to ultimate let hopelessness destroy our character.  

Is it possible that most people identify with the second story than the first.  I think so.

With all of the difficulties, struggles, pains, losses, frustrations and general unjust craziness there
is in this life it doesn’t take much to lose ones hope. We try our best to continue trusting the God
of hope but so much in this world and in our individual lives tells us to give up the fight and
settle into the lands of defeat. There is no fairy tale ending, so get a cozy chair and get yourself a
nice view of the pit of despair.

We see bad things happen, or watch family members struggle with health issues, we struggle
with finances, prayers don’t get answered so we are tempted to just give up trying to be
optimistic or to cling to any sort of faith that God can change what is going on in our lives. Along
with all of that we take the fallout from one unanswered prayer and use it to justify not having
faith for God to do something next time. Or we allow one loss to cancel out dozens of previous
victories, everything that God did years ago no longer matters because we feel that He wasn’t
with us today.

These are difficult issues and hard questions to deal with and they can’t just be answered by
telling someone that they just have to believer harder or that they should just read their Bible
more. I’m not against faith or prayer or anything like that, I’ve personally witnessed the blind see,
the deaf hear, and the crippled walking out of wheel chairs. However, I have also watched people
die from cancer, others struggle with issues from accidents, I’ve lost two friends to depression
and suicide and I’ve had my own problems as well.

Hope In Action vs. Hope In The Rear-View Mirror

I have seen the greatness of God’s power in action and I’ve seen and experienced the absence
God’s power and action in the lives of many because the couldn’t surrender to their
circumstances and hope in God.  I’ve seen it even with myself.  

Flashback twenty-nine years ago.  I was trapped hopelessly in alcoholism.  Things were so bad I
considered suicide.  But, in a final act of desperation I surrendered to God.  And life has never
been the same sense.  But at first, it looked like God had not acted.  But now with hind-sight I
know God did act.  But it was hard at first to live and trust that God had acted.

This is where things get difficult when you know that God can and is able to move in power and
He doesn’t. It’s not easy to keep hope alive, especially as the years go by, especially when those
years bring more and more pain, frustration and loss. God is the God of hope according to Paul in
Romans 15:13 and not only that but He is also supposed to be our source of joy and peace. The
problem is though it’s not just a matter of going down to the Jesus store and picking up some joy
with a side of milk. These are real matters of faith, not just superficial ones where we just try to
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whitewash what is going on inside of us.

What Is Real Faith?

You see real faith is not yelling at the top of your lungs that you have faith; real faith involves
being honest with what is in front of us. Faith is never absent from realty, it recognizes what is
really going on and looks towards God to change that reality to something else. Pretending that
there are no problems is not faith it is delusion. Does that mean we can’t pray for a change? Of
course not. What I am saying is that our faith and hope are not dependant on our circumstances
they are dependant on the nature and character of God.

It takes infinitely more faith to declare that God is good and loving when your world is upside
down than it does when you’re sitting in an air-conditioned church and everything is rainbows
and sunshine. Real faith is when you are able to honestly praise God even when you don’t get
your prayers answered, not just when you do.

Just look at what Jeremiah said after the darkest day in Judah’s history at that time in
Lamentations 3:25-26

“The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him; to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait
quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (NKJV).

Jeremiah didn’t write this after the people repented and had a great party, no he wrote this after
the utter destruction of Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah. How could he speak of hope after
so much death and destruction? He could do it because He understood who God is.

That is where we find out great weakness, far too often we take the supposed and actual failures,
shortcomings, and losses of our lives and place the blame squarely on God and we lash out
against him like overly emotional teenagers in response. Everything bad was God’s fault and
everything good is the result of my own hard work - is the lie we tell ourselves. You see God is
good but we are temporary travelers in a world that is not good.

We live in a fallen and broken world and there are times when we don’t get our way, a prayer
doesn’t get answered, a person dies, a job is lost or a life loses its purpose. Then rather than
praise God for who He is and what else he has done for us we abandon hope because we believe
it is better not to hope than it is to hope and be disappointed. We respond that way because it is
all part of the plan, not God’s plan but Satan’s.

Why Satan Comes To Steal Our Hope

In Satan’s eyes a mute, broken and depressed Christian is the best one there is because he knows
they will never do anything to weaken his kingdom. It is a campaign of disarmament where he
and his forces go out and convince Christians that it is better to have never hoped than to have
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hoped and lost. It is a strategy where he convinces us that the weapons of our belief and warfare
are too heavy to carry and actually do more harm than good. So we should throw them away and
settle for a life under spiritual house arrest.

In Rick Renner’s devotional “Sparkling Gems From The Greek”  he talks about John 10:10-11
and unpacks the meaning of what Jesus meant warning us that Satan comes to kill, steal and
destroy. Renner speaks of how the word kill does not mean to murder but has the understanding
of a religious sacrifice such as when a lamb was killed on the altar. If Satan can’t destroy our
hopes, dreams, purpose, life or anything else he’ll convince us to do it ourselves out of devotion
or another reason. The same applies to our hope if he can’t crush it from within he’ll convince us
to lay it down either for moral, cultural, religious, or emotional reasons. Or it could be as simple
as feeling as if God is calling us to lay something down when in reality God is trying to awaken
that thing you are about to kill.

What Do We Have To Look Forward To?

Proverbs 13:12 tells us that “hope deferred makes the heart sick” this is both a spiritual and a
medical truth as the loss of hope has a tangible impact on our spirit, mind and body. However the
verse continues and says that a “longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”

In our opening verse Romans 15:13 the hope Paul was looking towards was the culmination of
both Jews and Gentiles coming into the Kingdom of God together through the New Covenant
(Titus 2:13). This is what drove him from nation to nation and from prison to prison preaching
the gospel despite the problems he encountered because he saw a light at the end of the tunnel.

We also need that long ranging hope to carry us to the end of our lives, but we also need hope for
today. We need both hope for today and for the future because we live in two worlds one of earth
and one of Heaven. So our hope must reflect that we can’t have a hope that is based only in the
future, but we must also have a hope that sees its results today, although to a smaller degree.

It is just like opening a present on Christmas eve and getting the rest in the morning. Or taking a
long-awaited road trip but also taking time to make stops along the way. You don’t wait until you
arrive to enjoy yourself even though your ultimate enjoyment is at the end of the trip
(serendipity). At other times you may discover that you only enjoyed the final destination
because of what happened along the way, so it is with our hope in God.

Are there times when God will answer our prayers, yes, and are there times when He won’t (at
least as far as we can perceive) of course. What is important though is not how God answers but
how we respond to God afterwards. If we can turn to God with the same love and hope no matter
the outcome then we have passed the test of faith and our hope is not in God’s ability to please us
but it is based on our love for Him.

Get Started
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Romans 5:1-5 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and
character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” (NKJV)


