
A Reminder of Our Heavenly Fathers Unconditional Love

From Your Pastor’s Heart to Your Heart – Tony Gavalas

For Christians, Fathers Day is not only a time to celebrate fathers and fatherhood, but

also a reminder of our heavenly Father’s unconditional love for all his children.

In his parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15, Jesus gives us a glimpse into the heart of

true fatherhood. You remember the story. A man had two sons. The younger

demanded his share of the inheritance and left home with it, squandering everything in

wild living until he was destitute.   Finally…

17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands

have more than enough food, but I’m starving to death! 18 I will get up and go to

my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.

19  I no longer deserve to be called your son. Take me on as one of your hired

hands.” ’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.  “While he was still a long way off,

his father saw him and was moved with compassion. His father ran to him,

hugged him, and kissed him. (Luke 15:17-20 CEB) 

Even though the father had been disrespected and taken advantage of, he did not

respond by domineering or retaliating. Instead, he patiently waited for his son to come

to himself and return home. Without hesitation he ran to him and received him with

joy.

There are at least two lessons here. One is that God never ceases to love us deeply and

unconditionally in spite of our sin and foolishness.

The other lesson teaches us about the transforming power of unconditional love in a

parent child relationship. In the prodigal’s darkest hour, he remembers how much

better he had it at home with his father. Even though he only expects to be treated like

a servant, he is drawn back home by his trust that his father will receive him in spite of

how he has acted.

When the older son complains that the father has treated his younger brother too well

after his outrageous behavior, the father explains:

31  Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything I have is

yours. 32  But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was

dead and is alive. He was lost and is found.’” (Luke 15:31-32 CEB)

It’s a message of hope for all of us, whether we are selfish, greedy and impetuous like

the younger son, or self-righteous, judgmental and bitter like the older son. Through all

our sin and rebellion, God stands with us, waiting patiently for us to come home.

Jesus told this parable because he wants us to know the Father’s love for us. And

knowing the Father’s love, may all of us who are fathers or father figures learn to love

our children as our heavenly Father loves us.
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June 16, 2019 Father’s Day

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Welcome, Praise, and Prayer Concerns  Opening Prayer.

Hymn sing: (Chosen by Zandy and George)

A Father’s Day Prayer – Debbie Jarrard, Prayer Leader

(with silent prayer after each petition)

 

Holy God, whom we call Father, we give you thanks for the people who have

been our earthly fathers in this life, and we pray for all sorts and conditions of

fathers.

For fathers who have striven to balance the demands of work, marriage, and

children with an honest awareness of both joy and sacrifice, let us pray to the

Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who, lacking a good model, have worked to become a good father,

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who by their own account were not always there for their children,

but who continue to offer those children, now grown, their love and support,

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who have been wounded by the neglect and hostility of their

children, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who, despite divorce, have remained in their children's lives, let us

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For fathers whose children are adopted, and whose love and support has

offered healing, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who, as stepfathers, freely choose the obligation of fatherhood

and earned their stepchildren's love and respect, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For fathers who have lost a child to death, and continue to hold the child in

their heart, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

For those men who have no children, but cherish the next generation as

if they were their own, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

For those men who have "fathered" us in their role as mentors and

guides, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

For those men who are about to become fathers; may they openly

delight in their children, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

And for those fathers who have died, but live on in our memory and in

the communion of your Saints, whose love continues to nurture us, let

us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.

All this we ask in the name of your beloved Son, who taught us to call

you Father, praying, “Our Father.... (The Lords Prayer).

Sharing the Peace of Christ

The Offering *The Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook

Scripture and Sermon

We welcome Lay Servant Ron Hess as our Worship Leader and

Preacher today.   Ron and his wife Louise are members of the Swords

congregation.  We look forward to Ron’s ministry with us today.

*Hymn: To be chosen by our Guest Preacher

*Charge and Blessing

Welcome - Invitation to Church Membership

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God

in this place.   With open hands,  open hearts, and open minds. We

invite you  to join with us in ministry.  If that is your desire, please speak

with the pastor upon leaving.  Thank you.

Next Sunday’s Sermon and Scripture

A God With a Heart – Luke 7:11-17

Prayer Leaders Next Week

Swords: Emma Burch; Fork Chapel: Janet Copelan


