
Summer Small Group Study
Living a Grace-Full Life - Preparing for Revival

Meets weekly, Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
July 11 through August 15

At Fork Chapel UMC

Spiritual Discipline for the Coming Week
Sermon: Christ Our Liberator - Read Ephesians 1:3-14

Commentary: In Ephesians one, we are able to “listen in” on Paul praying. He is
praising and thanking God for the blessings God gives us in Jesus Christ.

What are these spiritual blessings?   First, God “chose us.” God made a choice, long
before humans existed, that He would have as His people, those in Christ.  When
you and I were baptized into Christ we became a part of God’s choice. 

Second, God “predestined us to adoption as God’s sons and daughters through Jesus
Christ.”  To predestine is to set something up before, and put into place everything
essential to the plan. What is God’s pre-determined plan?  That His adopted children
would be those who are followers of Christ.

Third, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sin,
according to the riches of His grace.” If you have any sin in your past or guilt in
your present, you need redemption, before you can become a child of God. The
problem is you cannot pay the ransom. The only way to be redeemed is to depend on
and receive the atoning love of Christ.  When you take Jesus as your Savior,
forgiveness becomes yours. And this is “according to the riches of God’s grace.”  
\So let us pray as Paul prayed, often: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ,” (Eph. 1:3).

Self-examination: (1) What does it mean to you that God choose you before even
the world was created? (2) What impact does God’s adoption of you as his son or
daughter have on your faith and works as a disciple of Jesus?  (3) What “bones of
the past” gets in the ways your claiming those blessings? (4) How is all this
liberating for you? How has Jesus set you free?

Use the Prayer of Confession and the Prayers of the People (see inside of
bulletin) as an aide in seeking and receiving the blessing of God.

As an aid to your devotions, you may read or listen to this Sunday’s Sermon on

the Fork Chapel website at www.forkchapelumc.org
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June 30, 2019 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Music for Gathering

Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 370: “Victory in Jesus”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881 No. 71: “Glory be to the Father...”

Scripture: Galatians 5:1, 13-14  +Richard Beiser or Erica Philyaw

“Christ has set us free for freedom. Therefore, stand firm and don’t submit to
the bondage of slavery again.  You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;
only don’t let this freedom be an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses,
but serve each other through love. All the Law has been fulfilled in a single
statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Prayer of Confession (Galatians 5:1, 13-14  +Richard Beiser or Erica Philyaw
Let us confess our sins together before God and one another:
Gracious Lord, 
you have blessed us with freedom—freedom to follow or to turn away; 
freedom to love or to hate; freedom to heal or to hurt. 
You ask only that we follow your ways, loving our neighbors as ourselves.
In the midst of our turbulent lives, help us to become teachable,
that we may find freedom from the sins that so easily beset us
and live free from all that would enslave us.

Prayers of the People +Richard Beiser or Erica Philyaw

Called to follow Jesus, let us offer our prayers for all people: [silent prayers]
For the Church: especially for Sue, our Bishop, for Brian, our District
Superintendent, and Tony, our pastor, that we may hear God's call to
discipleship and follow in faith and joy, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer. [silent prayers]

For our church family, that we may bear living witness to the commandment
that we love our neighbor as ourselves, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer. [silent prayers]

For this Nation, the President and Congress, that God will help us to walk in the
paths of human dignity, peace and justice, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear
our prayer. [silent prayers]

For all who travel down roads of human uncertainty, suffering and separation,
that they may arrive at places of safety and comfort, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer. [silent prayers]

For all who those who are weary in body, mind, and spirit, remembering
especially ………... that they may find wholeness and peace in Christ, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. [silent prayers]

For all the departed, remembering especially those we name in our heart before
God, that they, and all the departed whose faith is known only to God, may live
for eternity in the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer. [silent prayers]

Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer – Sharing the Peace 

*The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook

Scripture: Ephesians 1:3-14 Pew Bible: Swords-892; Fork Chapel: NT 192

Sermon:                      “Christ Jesus Our Liberator” +Dr. Gavalas

The good news of the Gospel is that God in Jesus Christ has set us free from “the
bones of the past” by (1) choosing us to be his own, (2) forgiving our sin, and (3)
releasing us from being stuck in the past.

*Hymn 367: “He Touched Me”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you,

with he sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”

We welcome everyone to worship today.  
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgists Next Sunday, July 7, 2019
Swords: Ron Hess   Fork Chapel: Bonnie Duvall

Greene County Food Pantry Needed Food Items
July: Pop top canned meats: (spaghetti, and meat balls,

chili with beans, ravioli, etc.) Bring to Church by July 21


