
Spiritual Discipline for the Coming Week
Sermon: “Keep Your Hands and Feet in the Boat” - Matthew 14:22-33

Commentary:  Keep your hands and Feet in the Boat: Jesus told the disciples to
get in the boat and go to the other side of the lake.  He would join them there.  They
did.  Far from land a storm came up and threatened sink their boat.  Suddenly, Jesus
approached them, walking on the water. The terrified disciples cried out with fear. 
Immediately Jesus spoke to them saying, “Have courage! It is I, do not be afraid”.
(Matthew 14:27)

At this point in the story, a big difference emerges between Peter and the other
disciples.  Taking Jesus at his word that he would join them, the eleven stayed in the
boat even though they were shaking with fear.  Peter, however, leaves the boat to go
to Jesus, to make sure it was Jesus.  He puts Jesus to the test saying, “Lord, if it is
you, bid me come to you.” Jesus said come. Peter tried but failed.  As he was sinking
he cried, “Lord, save me.” Jesus did, and then said to Peter: “You of little faith, why
did you doubt me?” Meanwhile, the other eleven were safe in the boat.  Unlike Peter,
they knew it was better to keep their hands and feet in the boat.

Self-Examination: Most of us would be terrified if we were in a similar situation;
imminent death from drowning would be a distinct possibility!  What would you do
in a similar situation? You may not be drowning from water, but what about
drowning from worry, or fear, or anxiety when the storms of life coming howling? 
Do you, like Peter make matters worse? Do you take charge only to find you don’t
have what it takes to still the storm?  Or do you stay in the boat like the other eleven
disciples–trusting that he who calms the wind and the waves will bring you safely
through to safe harbor?   What can you do to stay in the safety of God’s care?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, strengthen my fragile faith.  
When evil darkens my world, give me light. 
When despair numbs my soul, give me hope. 
When I stumble and fall, lift me up. 
When doubts assail me, give me faith. 
When nothing seems sure, give me trust. 
When ideals fade, give me vision. 
When I lose our way, be me guide! 
That I may find serenity in Your presence, and purpose in doing Your will.  
May I be always ready to meet you, in life and in death. 
(Close with The Lord’s Prayer.)

As an aid to your devotions, you may read or listen to this Sunday’s Sermon on

the Fork Chapel website at www.forkchapelumc.org
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July 7, 2019 4th after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 133: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881 *No. 71: Glory be to the Father

The Gospel: Matthew 14:22-32 Pew Bible: Swords-746; Fork Chapel-NT 16

Sermon                Keep Your Hands and Feet in the Boat” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 452: My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

Prayers of the People: Resting Place +Ron Hess or Bonnie Duvall

Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-13 Pew Bible: Swords 566; Fork Chapel OT 685
     

Eternal God, You have been our resting-place through the ages. Generations
come and pass away, but You abide forever.  We praise you for Your presence
among us. You bring us comfort amid our trials, clarity where confusion
persists, peace in the midst of conflict, and hope of eternal life.  Hear us now as
we pray for Your Church and the needs of the world, for You are the God of our
lives. Lord, hear our prayer…and in Your love, answer.

We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ; that, begun, maintained and promoted
by the Holy Spirit, it may be true, engaging, glad, and active, doing your will. 
Let Your church be always faithful, O God, and ready to promote the cause of
compassionate love and peace. [silent prayers] Lord, hear our prayer…and in
Your love, answer.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the word.  We
pray that everywhere upon this earth there may be justice and peace. [silent
prayers] Lord, hear our prayer…and in Your love, answer.

We pray especially today for the well being of people in parts of the world
affected by drought and famine. We continue to pray for peace in the Middle
East. [silent prayers]. Lord, hear our prayer…and in Your love, answer.

Lord, we pray for all people in their daily life and work—for our families,
friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  We name before you

individuals and families experiencing personal hardship or facing and uncertain
future, those who are separated from loved ones, those who grieve this today,
and those who are sick in hospital or ill at home. Hear us Lord as we now lift up
those people and those situations you have placed upon our hearts...  (bidding
prayer)....   Lord, hear our prayer…and in Your love, answer.

Lord in Your love, hear all our prayers—both the spoken and unsaid. 
May our prayers further Your purposes for us all, and bring us to that
place where we may experience the joy that has been given to your faithful
down through the ages—a joy everlasting.  Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer – Words of Pardon  --  Sharing the Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook

Thanksgiving and Communion +Hymnal 15

*Hymn 349:  “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.”

We welcome everyone to worship today.  
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgists Next Sunday, July 14, 2019
Swords: Murray Beiser   Fork Chapel: Nan Williams

Greene County Food Pantry Needed Food Items
July: Pop top canned meats: (spaghetti, and meat balls,

chili with beans, ravioli, etc.) Bring to Church by July 21

Living a Grace-Full Life
A Six Week Small Group Study Preparing for 

Revival in Your Heart and In Your Church
Leaders: Dr. Gavalas and Lay Servant Ron Hess

Meets weekly, Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
July 11 through August 15

At Fork Chapel UMC


