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A WESLEYAN MOMENT | WHAT IS JUSTIFYING GRACE

We Methodists believe that the Holy Spirit applies God’s “from the womb to the
tomb” grace to our lives in four stages.  First there is God’s searching, calling
grace that leads us to salvation in Jesus Christ.  Second there is God’s saving
grace that makes us right in God’s love as Jesus Christ is right.  Then there is
God’s sanctifying an glorifying grace that helps us grow into the likeness of Jesus
Christ, until we “in heaven we take our place, lost in wonder, love, and praise” as
we sing in Charles Wesley’s hymn “Love Divine, all love excelling.”

The second “movement” of Grace as John Wesley understood it is Justifying
Grace. Once Prevenient Grace has worked in and on our lives we come to that
moment of decision. We are called by the Gospel and the work of Jesus to trust in
Him for salvation and a restored relationship with God. At the moment that this
conviction fills our hearts, God is applying grace to our souls. What makes this
movement special and unique is this: at the moment that we exercise faith we are
justified before God. We have not been made totally righteous, not yet. That
comes next as we “work out [our] own salvation with fear and trembling”
(Philippians 2:12.)

What we experience at the moment of salvation is the declaration by God that our
salvation is as-good-as-done in the eyes of God! Can you believe that? We are
not as we ought to be, but God has declared the work finished! That is what
Justification means, we are no longer held guilty of our sins AND we are now set
on the path of eternal life.  That is the meaning of the last verse of “Love Divine,
all Loves Excelling” when we sing “Finish then they new creation, pure and
spotless let us be.”

There are two places in scripture that help us here.  Philippians 1:6 reveals God’s
promise to finish what HE has started.  Meditate on that and rejoice.   Do you
have faith that in Christ your are as right with God as Jesus Christ is right?  That
is justification.  Do you believe that what God begun on your day of salvation
God will, with your cooperation bring your “new creation” to fulfillment in your
life? 

 The second passage reveals something that is just as wonderful. Peter tells us
where our salvation is kept for safe keeping in 1 Peter 1:3-5. This is important for
us because it provides our confidence in the Father’s love for us, Christ’s work in
us, and the Spirit’s power through us to accomplish God’s will in the world. Peter
tells us that “we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in
heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. The
key here is the word “for.” The burden of my salvation is on God, in Christ. That
is the majesty and wonder of God’s love and grace. He protects, sustains,
maintains and finishes His work of justification. Spend time in prayer often
thanking God for his justifying grace at work in you.
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July 28, 2019 7th Sunday after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Celebrations and Concerns  - Opening Prayer

*Hymn 378: “Amazing Grace”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881 *No. 71: Glory be to the Father

Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10 “From Death to Life”  +Carl Mitchum
 or Nancy Copelan

Prayers of the People +Led by Carl Mitchum or Nancy Copelan

Heavenly Father, when we feel that we have lost direction as a people, or even
as a person, help us remember your presence in our wilderness journeys.  Come
Lord: pour your mercy, your grace, your love, your salvation over us.

Great Deliverer, your steadfast love and wonderful works have spared us of
troubles known and unknown, for you are in love with us. Come Lord: pour
your mercy, your grace, your love, your salvation over us.

Holy Spirit, help us remember the great work that Christ accomplished for us,
which no other person could perform. Help us confess with gladness, “by grace
we have been saved.”  Come Lord: pour your mercy, your grace, your love,
your salvation over us.

Lord Jesus Christ, gift of mercy from God the Father, you love us even when we
are most unlovable, lost, and afraid. Thank you for your grace.  Come Lord:
pour your mercy, your grace, your love, your salvation over us.

Lord Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross like the serpent in the wilderness, lift up
our eyes to see you as the Lord and Savior, loving God's whole world.  Come
Lord: pour your mercy, your grace, your love, your salvation over us.

We bring before you those whom you love with special needs, known to us as
family and friends ____.  Come Lord:  pour your mercy, your grace, your
love, your salvation over us.

  
Though we remember we are dust and to dust we shall return, we
remember that we are your precious dust. Amen.

Lay Servant’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer

Sharing the Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music
At Sword: Hymn 361: “Rock of Ages”
At Fork Chapel: “Rock of Ages” Solo by Zandy Cook

Scripture and Sermon: We welcome Lay Servant Ron Hess to our pulpit today. 
Ron’s spiritual leadership in both the Swords and Fork Chapel congregations is
deeply appreciated.

*Hymn 367: “He Touched Me”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.”

We welcome everyone to worship today.  
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgists Next Sunday, July 14, 2019
Swords: Louise Hess – Fork Chapel: Billy Duvall 

Greene County Food Pantry Needed Food Items
August: Boxed Meals such as Mac/Cheese and Hamburger Helper

Bring to Church by August 18

Six week Summer Small Group Study
Living a Grace-Full Life

This week’s topic: “God Justifying Grace”
Theme Hymn: “Because He Lives”

Meets weekly, Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
July 11 through August 15 at Fork Chapel

Pray Daily For Revival in your life and congregation
Fork Chapel Homecoming and Revival: August 18 - 21


