
Ancient Words
A Hymn Michael W. Smith

1. Holy Words long preserved
for our walk in this world,
They resound with God's own heart 
Oh, let the Ancient words impart.

2.Words of Life, words of Hope
Give us strength, help us cope
In this world, where e'er we roam 
Ancient words will guide us Home.

3. Chorus:
Ancient words ever true 
Changing me, and changing you.
We have come with open hearts 
Oh let the ancient words impart.

4. Holy words of our Faith 
Handed down to this age.
Came to us through sacrifice 
Oh heed the faithful words of
Christ.

5.Holy words long preserved 
For our walk in this world.
They resound with God's own heart 
Oh let the ancient words impart.

6. Ancient words ever true 
Changing me, and changing you.
We have come with open hearts 
Oh let the ancient words impart.

The Bible: Our Only Rule for Faith and Practice
2 Timothy 3:16 - Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, 17 so that the person
who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good.  2 Timothy 3:16

“Nothing is taught until it is learned and 
nothing is learned until it changes our behavior.”

The message of the hymn “Ancient Words” echoes our United Methodist belief that
the “word of God contained in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments is our
only rule for faith (what to believe) and practice (how to live)” as disciples of Jesus
Christ.  There is no other authority.

In 2 Timothy 3:16, Paul lays out the formative power of scripture to inform and
shape our faith and practice as disciples of Jesus.  He says, all scripture is inspired by
God in order to:

! Teach us the Teaching of Christ: In the Greek, when the word “Teach” refers
to the teaching of Christ, the first letter of the word is always capitalized.  This is
done to distinguish the Teachings of Christ from the many “teachings” of the
world.  In this case “teachings” is spelled with a small letter “t”.  The Holy
Scriptures are our only authoritative source for leaning and living the Teachings
of Christ.  The word of God has power to shape us into the image of Christ.  In
many cases, our growth comes when we allow the teachings of Christ to

supercede all other teachings.  In all cases our love for God and all human beings
should come first.

! Show us our mistakes: It is not easy being a disciple in today’s world.  There
too many competing worldly claims that would draw us away from the teaching
of Christ, especially when His teachings go contrary to the teachings of the
world.  But when we open ourselves up to the Word, allowing it to become a
plumb line by which we measure our Christian faith and practice, we can readily
confess our mistakes to God, asking for gift of persevering in the faith.

! Helps to us correct our mistakes: That is, scripture helps us to make
amendment of our faith and practice that we may be changed from “glory unto
glory” pressing on the upward way.  The chorus of the hymn “Ancient Words”
affirms this formative power of Scripture to change us in these words:

Ancient word ever true Changing me, and changing you.
We have come with open hearts, Oh let the ancient words impart.

! Equips us to do every good (right) thing as disciples of Christ. Do you note
the progressive movement from faith to practice in this passage from Paul.  The
Teaching of Christ leads to confession of our shortcomings, to amendment of
life, that we may be equipped as disciples to serve God and all God’s children in
the human family.

Self Examination and Acts of Commitment

1. How familiar are you with the Teachings of Christ?  Where can you learn more of
Christ’s teachings leading a deeper faith?   Begin with the New Testament.

2. Which of the Teachings of Christ do you have the most difficulty with?  Why?
Confess your answer to God, asking for a second chance to keep trying until you
get it right.

3. Where do you need to make amendment of your faith and practice.  Pray for the
help of the Holy Spirit.

4. What evidence can you give that the Scripture has equipped you to “love God and
neighbor?

5. Pray Psalm 119:105 says that the Word of God is “a lamp before my feet and a
light for my journey.”  Pray this prayer each morning, recite it throughout the
day.  In the evening reflect on how you did during the day as a disciple of Jesus. 
Thank Jesus for helping you make it trough the day as his disciple.


