
A Wesleyan Moment – Sanctifying, Perfecting Grace

From the moment of our birth God calls us to faith in him through Jesus Christ.  We call
this God’s prevenient or calling grace.    When we do come to faith in God through
Jesus Christ, two things takes place immediately.  First, we are justified which means
God sees us as being as right with him as Jesus is right with him.  We call this God’s
justifying or saving grace.  Second, when we come to faith in Christ as our Lord and
Savior, we are born again into a new way of life–a life in which we are more and more
conformed to the image of Christ Jesus.  We call this God’s sanctifying grace.”  What
God imputes us to be in his justifying grace, God imparts to us in his sanctifying grace.

This means that we haven’t "arrived" when we are saved.  Justification is the point at
which God judges us AS IF WE WERE CHRIST.  But we are not!  We will be, but at the
beginning we are not. At this point we are still babes in Christ.  Something must help us
grow into the image of Christ.  God’s sanctifying grace takes what God sees us to be and
makes it real in us. Sanctifying Grace is that work of the Holy Spirit that enables us to
grow more and more to be like Jesus from the inside out.  Our destiny is to become
perfect as Jesus Christ is perfect.  “Be ye holy, as I am holy,” says the Lord.

The Problem: Too many babes in Christ  – Many followers of Jesus stop growing in
their Christian journey when they came to faith in Jesus and are born-again. When this
happens they remain nothing more than a babe in Christ ruled more by the behaviors of
an infant than those of an adult.  They are a “Christian” but not an “all-together
Christian.”  An all-together Christ is being conformed to the image of Christ.

Reflection: Where are you in your journey of becoming like Jesus?  Pray this hymn
daily.  Even sing it!

More like the Master I would ever be, More of His meekness, more humility; 
More zeal to labor, more courage to be true,  More consecration for work He bids me do.
 

Refrain: Take Thou my heart, I would be Thine alone;
Take Thou my heart, and make it all Thine own;
Purge me from sin, O Lord, I now implore,
Wash me and keep me Thine forevermore.

More like the Master is my daily prayer; More strength to carry crosses I must bear;
More earnest effort to bring His kingdom in; More of His Spirit, the wanderer to win.
(Refrain)

More like the Master I would live and grow; More of His love to others I would show;
More self-denial, like His in Galilee, More like the Master I long to ever be. (Refrain)

As an aid to your devotions, you may read or listen to this Sunday’s Sermon on the

Fork Chapel website at www.forkchapelumc.org

FORK CHAPEL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1401 Farmington Road, Madison, Georgia 30650

www.forkchapelumc.org

Rev. Dr. Anthony N. Gavalas, Pastor
155 International Drive, Apt. 407

Athens, Georgia 30605
864-426-2019 – angavalas@umcsc.or 

http://www.forkchapelumc.org
http://www.forkchapelumc.org
mailto:angavalas@umcsc.org


August 4, 2019 8th after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Music for Gathering Celebrations, Concerns, Prayer

*Hymn 384: “Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

Special Music (at Fork Chapel): Beth Cook - “How Can It Be”

Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17 Pew Bible: Swords-900; Fork Chapel-NT 201

Sermon                         “The All-Together Christian” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 395: “Take Time to Be Holy” 

Prayers of the People: Your Love Louise Hess/Billy Duvall
(inspired by 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13)

Your love is patient;
we give you thanks for all those who have been patient with us, and have
taught and cared for us; and we pray for the patience to love others as you
have loved us.

Your love is kind;
give us the courage to be kind to others and to serve those with patience
who are so often unkind, rude, difficult to love, or our enemies.  They are
your children, our sisters and brothers, and they were made in your image.

Your love is not pompous;
give us insight to speak the truth in love and for the sake of your kingdom
and not out of a need to appear clever or right and in all our relationships
give us the wisdom to listen far more than we speak.

Your love does not seek its own interests;
we thank you and pray for those who serve the poor and those in need, who
give tirelessly of themselves and who have much to do and little time for
themselves.

Your love is not quick-tempered;
we pray for those who are angry and for the violent and their victims; for
children who fear, elders who are abused, and people trapped in
relationships that injure and harm.

Your love bears all things;
we remember before you those with heavy burdens, many cares, much
stress, and too little comfort and help.  Open our eyes to those around us
and their needs and give us the wisdom to offer help without any prying or
sense of superiority.  We especially pray for________________.

Your love never fails;
even death does not trespass on the breadth and depth of your love.  We
thank you for those we have loved in this life and who now dwell in the
peace and joy of your presence and let your comfort settle on those who are
bereaved or who are lonely this day. 

The Pastor’s Prayer – Words of Pardon  --  Sharing the Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our
own goodness, but in your all-embracing love and mercy. We are not
worthy even to gather up the crumbs under your table, but it is your nature
always to have mercy. So feed us with the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
your Son, that we may forever live in him and he in us. Amen.

Thanksgiving and Communion +Hymnal 15

*Hymn 382:  “Have Thine Own Way Lord”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.”

We welcome everyone to worship today.  
We pray you will be blessed of God in this sacred place.  If you are a visitor we
invite you to worship with us often.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite
you to join with is membership.  Please speak with the pastor following worship.

Liturgists Next Sunday, July 14, 2019
Swords: Robin Swords   Fork Chapel: Zandy Cook

Greene County Food Pantry Needed Food Items for August
Macaroni and Cheese dinners/boxed dinner like Hamburger Helper

 Fork Chapel Homecoming and Revival
August 18 - 21, 2019


