
Welcome to Our Congregation

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God in

this sacred place.  No matter who you are, or what your lifestyle may be, we

welcome you with open hands,  open hearts, and open minds.  We invite you

to join with us in church membership.  We promise you an exciting and

meaningful way of life in Christ. If you desire to join with us, please meet the

pastor at the altar during the last hymn.

Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience and Study

7:00 p.m. each Wednesday, October 30–November 20 at Fork Chapel

Make your Wesleyan heritage a part of your Christmas.

In John Wesley’s famous sermon, “The Almost Christian,” he encouraged

people to follow Christ wholeheartedly. In this group study, we will explore

how we can make the same commitment to Christ during Advent.   Each

week we will focus on one of the traditional Advent themes of Love, Hope,

Joy, and Peace from our Wesleyan heritage.  In addition to a study book,

each participant will also received a devotional book containing 28 daily

devotions for the four weeks of Advent  corresponding to the themes of

Altogether Love, Altogether Hope, Altogether Joy, and Altogether Peace. 

Charge Conference Scheduled Meeting

Charge Conference this year will meet at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, November 17,

2019, at Walnut Grave UMC.  More details to follow.

Preparing for Charge Conference

Swords: Church Council meet during worship October 27 to finalize

reports of the following committees: Nominations, Pastor-Parish Relations,

Finance, Trustees, and Ministry and Mission Goals for 2020.

Fork Chapel: Church Council meet during worship October 27 to

finalize reports of the following committees: Nominations, Pastor-Parish

Relations, Finance, Trustees, and Ministry and Mission Goals for 2020.  The

following committees will meet on Wednesday, October 23 to prepare

their reports to the Church Council:

6:30 p.m. Nominations 7:30 p.m. Finance

7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish Relations
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October 20, 2019 20th Sunday after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude – Celebrations and Concerns  –  Opening Prayer

Hymn Sing: Swords Hymn 102: “Now Thank We All Our God” 
Fork Chapel: two hymns picked by Zandy and George

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881 *No. 71: Glory be to the Father

Prayers of the People +Lynne Hester or Carolyn Copelan

Scripture: Psalm 139:1-18 (Responsive Reading) +Hymnal 852

Let us pray to our God saying
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Holy God, you knew us before we took our first breath.
You uttered your living Word and brought forth light, love, and life.
You gathered us from the dust of the earth and called us your people.
You sent us into the world to proclaim your mighty and wondrous deeds.
You are with us even now as we continue our call.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Mighty God, you have done great things; who is like you?
You alone are our rock of refuge.
You alone are our strong fortress.
You alone are our hope and in you alone is our trust.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Merciful God, your love never ends.
We confess to you that we do not always share your love as we should.
Where you have called us to live as one body, we exist as divided members.
Where you have called us to give our Spirit-given gifts, we ignore your call.
Where you have called us to forgive, we have forgotten your mercy.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Gracious God, do not be far from us!
Strengthen us that we might be givers of your grace and
may your steadfast love be known to all of your children.
Send your Holy Spirit to empower our hands to
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and love all as you have first loved us.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Loving God, hear today the prayers that we lift up to you.
Be with those of us in both the Swords and Fork Chapel congregations.
Give us hearts of courage and songs of your grace
to tell others of your righteous acts and deeds of salvation.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Sovereign God of the nations of the earth, we pray for our nation.
We ask that You pour out Your Spirit on our  nation to help each of us discern
good from evil, not as the eyes of man but through spiritual eyes. Lord, we ask
that You humble our hearts so that we will be a nation filled with gratitude,
peace, and justice for all.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Abundant God, be with those of us that yearn for your restoration and healing.
Today, we ask your blessing upon...[share names of those in need of healing]. 
From our hearts, we pray for those known to each of us...[pause for silent
prayer for our loved ones.]  Lord, receive our prayer.
Lord, in your righteousness, deliver us and set us free.

Faithful God, your power and your righteousness reach the heavens.
Hear us, your servants, as we follow you to the day when
faith, hope, and love will be upon the lips of all of us, your children.
These things we pray in the name of your Son who taught us to pray saying…

Sharing the Peace of Christ with One Another

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook

Scripture: Psalm 139:1 “O Lord, you have searched me and known me.”

Sermon                  “Hemmed In” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 382: “Have Thine Own Way Lord”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.

Liturgists for Next Sunday
Swords: Emma Burch   Fork Chapel: TBA


