
Our Mission: Swords and Fork Chapel

“The mission of the church is to make disciples of  Jesus Christ for the

transformation of the world.” (UM Book of Discipline Paragraph 120)

Through out our histories, both Swords and Fork Chapel UMC have stood as

a beacon of God’s light in their communities and beyond, impacting the lives

of people through the power of Christ’s transforming grace and love.  It is our

mission to continue to work as a positive agents of hope and change.

Our Core Values

Lifting up Christ– making a real difference in our community and world

Our Core Values serve to focus and unite our efforts through LIFT

“Loved people lift people.”  (We love)

“We love because God first loved us” 1 John 4:19

Jesus said, “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength  and your neighbor as yourself” Mark 12:20-31

We are committed to following Jesus’s Great Commandment to love God and

all people.  We rise by lifting others.

“Inspired people include people” (We Welcome)

“Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed 

you for the glory of God.” Roman 15:7

We are called to be faithful to Jesus’ example of radical hospitality to all

persons.  We joyfully welcome persons of all ages, stages, and walks of life.

“Fulfilled people are faith-seeking people.” (We Grow)

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18

Only through faith in Christ can we live fulfilled lives.  As disciples of Jesus

Christ we strive to practice Christian discipleship so that we are continually

growing in grace and knowledge through daily prayer, weekly worship, small

groups, serving, giving, and witness.

“Transformed people transform communities” (We Serve)

Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but 

to serve, and to gift his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

We believe there is no greater calling, purpose, or fulfillment than living as a

Difference Maker, carrying on Jesus’s mission of transforming the world, one

person and one community as a time.”
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October 27, 2019 20th  Sunday after Pentecost

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Welcome, Celebrations and Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 545: The Church’s One Foundation

Scripture: Matthew 4:12-23 +Pew Bible: Swords 735; Fork Chapel: NT 3

Message                           “Light Bearing Disciples” +Dr. Gavalas

Special Music – Zandy Cook

The Prayers of the Church +Emma Burch or Leroy Rice

Scripture 42:1-9 +Pew Bible: Swords 555; Fork Chapel: NT 670

 

Prayers of the People

Lord of love and light,

shine into our lives and bring your love into our souls.

Remind us of the amazing ways you have loved us,

even when we turned our backs on you.

Open our hearts to receive your loving spirit.

Open our minds to receive your wisdom.

Open our hands to show others your loving compassion.

Use us to share your love and light.

Lord of love and light,

we hold in our hearts those around us who feel unloved.

We bring them to you for you to shine your love into their lives.

We hold in our minds those who overwhelmed by their needs and difficulties.

We hold in our hands your loving compassion to give them.

Use us to share your love and light.

Lord of love and light,

there are people and places that are dark

and in the dark about your love.

Shine forth your light and love in their lives and in those places.

Use us to share your love and light.

There are people and places that have closed their minds to you,

to others, to new and fresh ideas.

Shine forth your light and love to open their minds to you,

to others, to new and fresh ideas.

There are people and places that need our hands

reaching out to them with your loving compassion.

May our reaching out to them with your love and compassion,

shine forth your light and love. 

The Lord’s Prayer

The Peace

The Offering with the Doxology

Church Council Annual Meeting

Call to Order - Richard Beiser / George Copelan

Opening Prayers - Tony Gavalas

Nominations and Elections for 2020 - Tony Gavalas, Chair

Pastor’s Salary and  Housing 2020 - Lynne Hester/Bonnie Duvall

Church Budget for 2020 - Lynne Hester / Bonnie Duvall

Confirm Ron Hess as Certified Lay Servant

*Hymn 557: “Blest Be the tie that binds”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you, 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.

Welcome to Our Congregation

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God in this

sacred place.  No matter who you are, or what your lifestyle may be, we

welcome you with open hands,  open hearts, and open minds.  We invite you to

join with us in church membership.  We promise you an exciting and

meaningful way of life in Christ. If you desire to join with us, please meet the

pastor at the altar during the last hymn.

Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience and Study

7:00 p.m. each Wednesday, October 30–November at Fork Chapel

Make your Wesleyan heritage a part of your Christmas.

Charge Conference

Charge Conference this year will meet at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, November 17, 2019,

at Walnut Grave UMC. While every one is invited to attend (and we hope you

will), the following officers should plan to attend: 

Swords: Lynne Hester, Ron and Louise Hess.  Fork Chapel: Wynn Copelan,

Bonnie Duvall.   Again, everyone is invited to attend.  Let us plan to car pool

together.


