
Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience and Study
This Week’s Topic: The Advent Promise of Love
7:00 p.m. this Wednesday, Nov. 6 at Fork Chapel

Green County Food Pantry - Food Items for November
Items for Thanksgiving Meal: stuffing, canned vegetables cranberry sauce, Jiffy
Cornbread Mix, etc.   Bring to Church By November 17.  Thank you.

Prayer Leaders Next Sunday
Swords: Ron Hess – Fork Chapel: Bonnie Duvall

Advent and Christmas Spirituality
ADVENT OFFERS HOPE

 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by
God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the
last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.” 1Peter 1:3-6.

Hope. What is hope? Is it merely wishful thinking or a kind of strong desire for a
certain outcome to happen? Thankfully for the Christ follower, hope means so
much more. Hope is not based on chance circumstances or a crossing of one’s
fingers and hoping for the best. Rather, hope is a confident and certain
expectation. Ours is a living hope given us through the resurrections of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and a promised future inheritance that will not perish.

As believers, we are hopeful because our hope comes from God, the God of hope
himself, who is faithful to keep his promises. Long ago, God had promised the
Israelites a savior, their Messiah, would come from the lineage of Jesse. And
come Jesus did—exactly as was prophesied. “And again Isaiah says, ‘The Root of
Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles
hope.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:12-13

Hope means we are filled with the hope that comes from God by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and we are confident as we await the promised final coming. Now
that is the kind of hope we can all count on.
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November 17, 2019 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Welcome, Celebrations and Concerns

Opening Prayer

*Hymn 140: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Prayers of the People +Robin Swords, Linda Young

Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25 +Pew Bible: Swords 574; Fork Chapel: OT 696

Prayers: Let us pray.

Gracious God,
We bless You that You are a loving God
and that in Your love we feel valued
and given a dignity, sometimes despite ourselves.
Thank You that Your love is active,
shown in what You do
and how You do it,
wanting the best and willing to give
until that comes to be.

We bless You that You are a caring God,
who cares for all that You have made
and all whom You have made.
Thank You for Your tender mercy,
for Your gracious patience,
that You do not weary of us,
but stick with us to the end.

We bless You that You are a saving God,
willing to sacrifice to set us free,
paying a price we do not deserve.
Thank You for full forgiveness
that deals with our past,
removing the shadows and shame that can haunt
and allowing us a new start,
accepted and supported by your grace.

We bless You that You are a serving God,

who washes dirty feet, embraces the leper
and brings people in from the edges.
Thank You that you call on us to serve
and find our identity in giving to others
and fulfilment in their joy;
for in so doing we follow Jesus.

Today we worship You,
loving, caring, saving and serving God,
whose face we see in Jesus Christ;
who comes close to us now,
both in word and Spirit,
as we gather in worship and goes with us, too,
as we return to live for Him
in a needy world.

Today we bring before you those we know need your love and care.....
Receive us as we pray the prayer of Jesus... “Our Father....”

The Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook

Scripture: Luke 21:5-19 +Pew Bible: Swords 803; Fork Chapel: NT 85

Message                       “When Your World Collapses” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 524: “We’ll Understand It Better By and By”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.

Welcome to Our Congregation

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God in this
sacred place.  No matter who you are, or what your lifestyle may be, we
welcome you with open hands,  open hearts, and open minds.  We invite you to
join with us in church membership.  If that is your desire, please meet the pastor
at the altar during the last hymn.


