
Green County Food Pantry

Christmas items-needed by December 7, 2018

Green Beans – Cream of Mushroom Soup – Black-eyed peas

Jiffy cornbread mix – Cream Corn – Cake/cobbler mix – Pineapple

Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday - December 8

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Swords: Ben Sheppard; Fork Chapel: Eric Sterling

Liturgy of the Advent Wreath, December 8

To be announced

Fork Chapel Christmas Dinner Next Sunday, after worship.

Swords Christmas Brunch December 15 following worship.

Joint Christmas Eve Communion Service, 5:00 p.m. at Fork Chapel

Christmas Eve Communion will be a joint service with Swords UMC, 

Fork Chapel UMC, and New Hope Baptist Church. Plan to attend.

Jesus calls us to be Peacemakers, not  and Peacekeepers. Which are you?

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they are the children of God.” (Matt 5:9)

Peacekeepers walk on eggshells to not upset anyone.  They don’t share how they really

feel so they don’t start an argument.  Peacekeepers avoid conflict and even apologize for

things that they haven’t done. They always feel taken advantage of and find their

identity in not making waves. Peacemakers are different. Maybe the key to peace for

you is to stop keeping peace and start making peace.

Peacemakers speak the truth in love.  They communicate their feelings honestly. When

they have hurt others, they own their mistake and ask for forgiveness. Peacemakers are

humble enough to pray for the person that hurt them. An amazing thing happens when I

pray for someone that has wounded me…God changes my heart. I learn to pray, “God,

this person is more valuable to me than being right.” God shows up in a heart that is

humble enough to elevate someone else above ourselves.

Peacemakers pursue reconciliation at the risk of their own comfort.  Avoidance isn’t

peacemaking. Avoiding conflict will never build intimacy. You will never grow closer

to your sister by ignoring her. You will never reconcile with your dad by not going

home for Christmas. You will never grow closer in your marriage by pretending there is

no conflict. Sometimes the best way you can build peace is to embrace confrontation.

How about you today? Are you a peacekeeper or a peacemaker?
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December 1, 2019 First Sunday in Advent

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Greeting, Joys, Concerns +Opening Prayer

Lighting the First Advent Candle Ron/Louise Hess; Billy/Bonnie Duvall

Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each 

other with love, and make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with

the peace that ties you together. You are one body and one spirit, just as God

also called you in one hope. (Ephesians 4:2-4)

We light this candle to signify our hope for the Prince of Peace, whose birth we

await in this Advent season, who brings peace, not as the world gives, but true

peace that passes all understanding.

Lord God, we look to you to bring us true peace in a world where

peace seems far away. We hear your call to us to be peacemakers

within ourselves and in the world around us, but we know we cannot

find peace apart from your grace.  Prince of Peace, we wait for you.

Come, Lord Jesus. Be born in our midst. Grant us peace in our hearts

and lives. Amen.

*Hymn 240: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                                              

                                                                                                                                           

Prayers of the People Louise Hess/Billy Duvall

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 Pew Bible: Swords-867; Fork Chapel NT 162

Prayers: We enter into this first Sunday of the Advent season, turning our

attention to You, God. We acknowledge the darkness that is within us, and

that permeates the world.   Father God, forgive us.

 

We acknowledge the suffering, tragedy, and pain by which humanity is

afflicted, which seems at times to overwhelm us.  God, draw near to us.

We consider the mystery of your ways, that you might choose to send our

Savior as an innocent baby and not as a warrior or a king; as one who

humbly accepted suffering and humiliation and called it glory.  Our hope

for peace in Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

We choose in this moment to focus our attention on PEACE; the peace of

Jesus Christ and all his coming represents for suffering people, the peace

that comes with restoration of all that is broken in the world, the peace of

new life and resurrection.  Peace is the light we wish to see by.

Grant, Oh God, that when he comes, Christ may find us waiting in

expectation, our souls quieted, our hearts soft and open.  We wait in hope

for the Lord.

In Christ all things are made new, and we look forward to the day your

peace is fulfilled, each heart reconciled, the work of Christ completed in all

the earth.  Our peace is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Amen

The Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer

Declaration of Pardon Sharing the Peace

Offering with the Doxology

Special Music

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 +Pew Bible: Swords 525; Fork Chapel-OT 631

Sermon:               “The Best Thing You Can Do For God” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 240: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

The Great Thanksgiving for Advent - Hymnal 15

*Hymn 368: “My Hope Is Built”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you,

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”

Welcome to All Who Worship with Us Today

We welcome you to worship today.  We pray you will be blessed of God in this

place.  No matter who you are, or what your lifestyle may be, we welcome you

with open hands,  open hearts, and open minds.  We invite you to join with us

in church membership.  We promise you an exciting and meaningful way of

life in Christ. If you desire to join with us, please meet the pastor at the altar

during the last hymn.


