
Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday - December 15

Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-22

Swords: Jameson Swords ; Fork Chapel: Cathy Smith

Liturgy of the Advent Wreath, December 15

Swords: David/Shirlee Moore – Fork Chapel: Cathy Smith

Swords Christmas Brunch Next Sunday following Worship

Joint Christmas Eve Candle Light Communion

Swords, Fork Chapel, and New Hope Baptist

5:00 p.m. at Fork Chapel

From Anxiety and Worry to Hope and Joy
Read Matthew 6:25-29

At some point in my past, I learned a strange lesson:  if I worry, I can prevent
something bad from happening.  But life just doesn’t work that way.  Why? 
Because 99% of the things I worry about never come true.  All my worries
produce in me is anxiety over unfulfilled hopes.  What about you? Are you
filled with anxiety over unfilled plans and hope?  

It is true: worry and joy don’t play well together. Worry keeps doing the
same over and over hoping for a different outcome.  But it never happens. All
we get is anxiety over and over.  Joy lives in the moment, in the sudden smile,
the laugh, a loving touch, the sung harmony, the quiet evening, a gentle rain,
the wonder of God moments.  Relationships thrive in the present, watered and
nurtured by the unexpected joy of simply being together.  We cannot plan or
force joy, only be attentive when it happens.  When I am lost in worry over
future plans, it’s hard to see what’s right in front of me.  What we are missing
is this:

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink;
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food,
and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying
can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See
how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.” Matthew
6:25-29
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December 8, 2019 Second Sunday in Advent

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Music for Gathering +Swords: Judy Foreman; Fork Chapel: George Copelan

Opening Prayer

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope Swords: Diane McElroy

Fork Chapel: Eric Sterling and Brittaney Walker

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of

his vast mercy, he has given us new birth You have been born anew into a

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

As we light the candle of hope, we not only look to our own bright future but

also seek the well-being of our neighbors and even our enemies, bearing

witness to a living hope that the One who lifts us up has come to redeem and

restore all the world.

Let us pray together:

Gracious God, you are the source of our hope and the One we hope

for.  May the hope we find in you surround us and lift us, driving out

fear and inspiring us to love.  And may this lively hope lead us into

new birth through Jesus Christ. Amen

*Hymn 196: ‘Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Prayers of the People +Carl Mitcham/Eric Sterling

Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 Pew Bible: Swords 532; Fork Chapel: OT 640

In the hushed anticipation of your coming, O Lord, kindle in us the desire

to remain awake; that we might be ready for your coming, and eager to

pray.

O God, in days to come the mountain of your house will be established,

and your joy shall reign. We pray for the church, specially for Sue, our

Bishop, Brian, our District Superintendent, Tony, our Pastor, and all

members of the Swords and Fork Chapel congregations, that you might

teach us your ways and that we might walk in your paths. Come Lord

Jesus, and hear our prayer.

Out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and you, O God, shall judge

between the nations.  We pray for our nation, and all nations, that

your peace would be manifest in every corner of the earth.  Come

Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer.

In your Kingdom, O Lord, wolves lie down with lambs and children

play with serpents without fear.  We pray for the sick, the suffering,

and those in distress of any kind (especially for those we name before

you (pause)  Please Lord, heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and settle

all wrongs.  Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer.

In the fulness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of our

sister Mary.  And his name was Emmanuel: God With Us.  We thank

you for your Presence with us, and we pray that you might be always

present with those whom we love but see no longer.  Come Lord

Jesus, and hear our prayer.

Come among us O God, and hear our prayers; so that when your

Son Jesus comes among us with great might, and in manger

mild, we might recognize his face and his voice, and come to

adore him. Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer

Sharing the Peace

Offering with the Doxology

Special Music Zandy Cook (at Fork Chapel)

Scripture: John 1:1-5 +Pew Bible: Swords 808; Fork Chapel NT 91)

Sermon:                “From Anxiety to Hope” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 234: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Verses 1, 2, 5)

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you,

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”


