
Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday - December 22

Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-22

Swords: Louise Hess  – Fork Chapel: Leroy Rice

Liturgy of the Advent Wreath, December 22

Swords: Lynne Hester – Fork Chapel: Leroy Rice           

Joint Christmas Eve Candle Light Communion

Swords, Fork Chapel, and New Hope Baptist

5:00 p.m. at Fork Chapel

Quotes on Moving from Bitterness to Love

Bitterness is a poison that kills the soul.  Love is the antidote that sends bitterness
packing.  Spend time in prayer and self-examination as you reflect on the
following quotes.  Ask, “How am I doing in moving from bitterness to love?

"For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will
not forgive your sins" (Matthew 6:14-15 NIV).

As we pour out our bitterness, God pours in his peace.  - F.B. Meyer

Anger and bitterness are two noticeable signs of being focused on self and not
trusting God's sovereignty in your life. When you believe that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who belong to Him and love Him, you
can respond to trials with joy instead of anger or bitterness. - John C. Broger

Acrid bitterness inevitably seeps into the lives of people who harbor grudges and
suppress anger, and bitterness is always a poison. It keeps your pain alive
instead of letting you deal with it and get beyond it. Bitterness sentences you to
relive the hurt over and over. - Lee Strobel

Bitterness imprisons life; love releases it. - Harry Emerson Fosdick

Love alone makes heavy burdens light and bears in equal balance things pleasing
and displeasing. Love bears a heavy burden and does not feel it, and love makes
bitter things tasteful and sweet.  - Thomas a Kempis

"To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven
the inexcusable in you." - C. S. Lewis
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December 15, 2019 Third Sunday in Advent

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Music for Gathering Opening Prayer

The Advent Candle of Love David/Shirlee Moore or Cathy Smith

"With all my heart I glorify the Lord!  In the depths of who I am I rejoice in

God my savior.  He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant.  

Look!  From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored because the

mighty one has done great things for me. Holy is his name." (Luke 1:46-49)

We light this candle as a reminder of the power of love, which comes to

us just as we are and fills every corner of our hearts, bringing light

wherever there is darkness.  Let us pray:

Eternal God, we stand in awe of your overwhelming love.  It is

frightening to welcome it, to allow ourselves to be fully loved just

as we are, to say yes to your love without knowing where it will lead

us.  By your grace, fill us with love and drive out all the darkness in

our hearts, that we might say yes to you and bring your love to

others. Amen.

*Hymn Sing: No. 218 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

No. 203 “Hail to the Lord’s Anonted”

Prayers of the People +Jameson Swords/Cathy Smith

Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10 Pew Bible: Swords 549; Fork Chapel: OT 663

Lord Jesus Christ,  like John the Baptist we want to know if you are the
Messiah.  You tell us to listen and to take notice of you in this world, and
then, from experience, you talk about the kingdom of heaven.  Open our eyes
to see the lame walking, cures occurring, and hope rising in the kingdom that
shall come, all as evidence of your presence among us. Stir up your power
and come: Be born anew in us.

Dearest Father, your glory is made manifest by the strength you give us as
your believing people.  Fear dissipates when you are near.  Weak knees no
longer tremble.  We want to sing, and joy replaces doubt.  We reach for you
with our feeble hands, but it's your hand that holds us fast.  Stir up your
power and come: Be born anew in us.

Holy Spirit, we need your counsel.  We do not wait well.  Like farmers waiting
for crops to ripen, we need to remember that your time and presence saturates
all of our days, especially those in which nothing much seems to be happening. 
And then you make us bloom in due season.  Stir up your power and come:
Be born anew in us.

We remember, Lord, that you set the prisoners free, and gave justice to the
wronged.  Now you care for parent-less children and surviving spouses through
us, your hands and heart and voice in a world that does not see loneliness as
suffering.  Be present through us as we attend to all in need.  Stir up your
power and come: Be born anew in us.

As we name those whom we know have special needs for healing, remind us of
our own need to be prayed for by the faithful. Hear us as we speak aloud, or in
our hearts, the names of those who need you, even as we whisper our very own
names ____.  Stir up your power Lord: come, be born anew in us.

Soon, Jesus, comes the Day of Christmas, your incarnation. Help us, like
children, to feel the excitement, for we are all children of the Heavenly Father.
Stir up your power and come: Be born anew in us.

All the earth, seas, and heavens are yours, and we pray these prayers because
you have promised to listen to us: “Our Father....”

The Pastor’s Prayer

Sharing the Peace

Offering with the Doxology

Special Music Zandy Cook (at Fork Chapel)

Scripture: Matthew 11:1-6 +Pew Bible: Swords 741; Fork Chapel NT 11

Sermon:                “From Bitterness to Love” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 230: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you,

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”


