
Welcome to All Who Worship with Us Today.  No matter who you are, or what

your lifestyle may be, we welcome you with open hands,  open hearts, and open

minds.  We invite you to join with us in church membership.  If that is your desire 

please meet the pastor at the altar during the last hymn.

Liturgists for January 5, 2020 - 2nd Sunday after Christmas

Swords: Doris Roberts — Fork Chapel: Billy Duval

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; Matthew 1:18-25

Green County Food Pantry - January Food Items

Dried Peas and Bean– Due January 23

The Ethics of Christmas

This Christmas night bestowed peace on the whole world;
So let no one threaten;

This is the night of the Most Gentle One –
Let no one be cruel;

This is the night of the Humble One –
Let no one be proud.

Now is the day of joy –
Let us not revenge;

Now is the day of Good Will –
Let us not be mean.

In this Day of Peace –
Let us not be conquered by anger.

Today the Bountiful impoverished Himself for our sake;
So, rich one, invite the poor to your table.

Today we receive a Gift for which we did not ask;
So let us give alms to those who implore and beg us.

This present Day cast open the heavenly doors to our prayers;
Let us open our door to those who ask our forgiveness.

Today the Divine Being took upon Himself the seal of our humanity,
In order for humanity to be decorated by the Seal of Divinity.

– St. Isaac the Syrian (7th century), Nativity Sermon
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December 29, 2019 1st Sunday after Christmas

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude +George Copelan

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No. 230: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

No. 217: “Away in a Manger”         

*Nicene Creed No. 880

Prayers of the People +Ron Hess or Jim Young

Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23 Pew Bible: Swords-734; Fork Chapel-NT. 1

Prayer of Confession

On this day when we recall the murder of innocent lives, let us stand

before our just and holy God, and remembering the violence and injustice

of our world, confess our sins in penitence and faith.

You are the God of the weak and the vulnerable. Lord, have mercy. Lord

have mercy.

You judge the tyrant and the cruel.  Christ have mercy. Christ, have

mercy.

You wipe away the tears of the broken-hearted. Lord, have mercy. Lord,

have mercy.

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth

Your praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that

is in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the

faith we profess with our lips through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Intercessions - Use the silent following each petition for personal prayer

Righteous God, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ dwelt among us and

shared our grief and our pain.   We pray for the children of our world,

that they may grow up knowing love and security. (Silence is kept.)

We pray for all children who suffer physical or mental abuse. (Silence is

kept.)

We pray for all communities in our world who live with the memories of

massacre and gross cruelty.  (Silence is kept.)

We pray for all who are corrupted by power and who regard human life as

cheap. (Silence is kept.)

We pray for parents who have suffered the death of a child. (Silence is

kept.)

We pray for parents and guardians, that they may be given grace to care

for the children entrusted to them. (Silence is kept.)

As we celebrate the coming of the Christ-child, we rejoice in the fellowship

of the Holy Innocents and commit the children of this community, our

nation and our world to you, our righteous God.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to the Peace

Offering with the Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook                   

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:15-17 Pew Bible: Swords 604; Fork Chapel: OT 734

Sermon:                       “In Search of a Happy Ending” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 240: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide uphold you,

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”


