
Opportunities for Spiritual Formation in 2020
The major ministry goal in 2020 for both Swords and Fork Chapel congregations
is to provide our members with opportunities for spiritual formation and growth as
disciple of Jesus.  To achieve this goal, we are offering at least three seasonal
small group studies: one each during the Epiphany and Lenten/Easter Seasons, and
one in the Fall.

Epiphany Study
Before Amen! The Power of a Simple Prayer By Max Lucado

In this four-session video-based study, Max Lucado will lead us to the very heart
of biblical prayer and the power unleashed with five simple sentences: "Father,
you are good. I need help. They need help. Thank you. In Jesus' name, amen."
Session topics include: (1) Father, you are good.  (2) I need help. (3) They

need help. (4) Thank you.

Sessions will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 at Fork

Chapel led by Dr. Gavalas and Lay Servant Ron Hess. A student book, a study

guide, and a Prayer Pocket will be provided each participant.

Please sign up today so we will have an estimate of how many books to

order.

Lent and Easter Study
Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life By Adam Hamilton

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve
him? Join Adam Hamilton this Lent and Easter in The Walk and discover five
essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. In each chapter,
Hamilton’s engaging teaching style will help you explore one of these
practices—each of which is intended to be a part of our daily walk with Christ
—its New Testament foundation, and its potential effect on our personal lives and
our lives together as the church.  The five essential practices are:

• Worship and Prayer
• Study: the importance of listening and paying attention
• Serve: Here I am Lord, Send Me
•  Give: Where Your Treasure Is
• Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light
• The Five Practices from the Cross.

Sessions will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, Feb.  19, March 4, 11, 18. 25,
April 1 at Fork Chapel led by Dr. Gavalas and Lay Servant Ron Hess. Each
participant will receive aA student book, a study guide, and a Prayer Journal and
other resources.

Registration for this course will begin toward end of January.
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January 6, 2019 The Baptism of Jesus

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

With Baptismal Renewal and the Lord’s Supper

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 57: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

Prayers of the People +Doris Roberts or Billy Duvall

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed
us for your own.  As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and
to enter anew into covenant with you, reveal any reluctance or falsehood within
us.  Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in
mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7 +Pew Bible: Swords 556; Fork Chapel OT 672

Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies.
O God, our Covenant Friend, you have been gracious to us through all the years
of our lives.  We thank you for your loving care, which has filled our days and
brought us to this time and place. We praise your holy name, O God.

You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled with your glory. 
You have comforted us with family and friends, and ministered to us through the
hands of our sisters and brothers.  We praise your holy name, O God.

You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you, and have given us your
peace.  You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus. 
You have given us a place in the fellowship of your Spirit and the witness of
your Church.  We praise your holy name, O God.

You have been our light in darkness and a rock of strength in adversity and
temptation.  You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys and the
all–sufficient reward in all our labors.  We praise your holy name, O God.

You remembered us when we forgot you.  You followed us even when we tried
to flee from you.  You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you.  For all
your patience and overflowing grace. We praise your holy name, O God.

The Peace

The Offering with Doxology

Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17 +Pew Bible: Swords 734; Fork Chapel NT 3

Sermon                        “God’s Dream for You” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn of Invitation 616: “Come. Sinners to the Gospel Feast”

The Great Thanksgiving - Hymnal p, 15

Renewal of Baptism Covenant – Hymnal 50

John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer - Hymnal 607

Dedication and Communion

As you come for Communion, first dip a finger in the water and touching

your forehead say, “Thanks be to God.  I have been baptized!  Then receive

Communion.

Hymn 361: “Rock of Ages”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.” 

__________________________________________________________________

Welcome to All Who Worship with Us Today

We welcome you to worship today.  No matter who you are, or what your

lifestyle may be, whether you are high on the "hog" or low down in the pits, we

have a place for you.  We invite you to join with us in church membership.  If

that is desire, please speak with the pastor upon leaving.

Green County Food Pantry - January Food Items

Dried Peas and Beans - Bring to Church by Jan. 20

Liturgists for January 12, 2020 - 1st Sunday after Eiphany

Swords: Carl Mitcham — Fork Chapel: Janet Copelan

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-15; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12


