
Liturgists for January 26, 2020 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Swords: Ava Savage — Fork Chapel: Carolyn Copelan

Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-25

Green County Food Pantry - January Food Items

Dried Peas and Beans - Bring to Church by Jan. 20

Epiphany Study
Before Amen! The Power of a Simple Prayer By Max Lucado

The first session our four week Epiphany Study begins the Wednesday at 7:00 pm
in the Fork Chapel Fellowship Hall.  Join with us as Max Lucado leads us to the
very heart of biblical prayer and the power unleashed with five simple sentences:
"Father, you are good. I need help. They need help. Thank you. In Jesus' name,
amen." This weeks session will introduce us to the study helps us begin to

explore our need of God’s help.  Dr. Gavalas will lead this session.

C. S. Lewis on Our Need of God’s Help?
Use each quote to help you determine the level of your need for God?

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God
will make us good because He loves us."

"To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the
inexcusable in you."

"Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness,
despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ and you will find Him, and
with Him everything else thrown in."

“The more we let God take us over, the more truly ourselves we become –
because He made us. He invented us. He invented all the different people that you
and I were intended to be. . .It is when I turn to Christ, when I give up myself to
His personality, that I first begin to have a real personality of my own.”

“As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking
down on thing and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down you
cannot see something that is above you.”

"Relying on God has to begin all over again every day as if nothing had yet been
done."
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 98: “To God Be the Glory”

Prayers of the People +Lynne Hester / Erica Philyaw

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7 +Pew Bible: Swords 561; Fork Chapel OT 679

O Lord our God, in Your compassion, love, and faithfulness, teach us the way
of patience and trust. Keep us mindful of the spiritual gifts we each have within
us by Your grace, that we may come, see, and radiate the light of fellowship in
Christ to all we meet. [pause for prayers]  Jesus, Lamb of God, Our Strength
and our Salvation

O Lord our God, in these uncertain times, renew our willingness to continually
exhort the ruling authorities on this Earth, in our Country, and in our
Community, to ensure the dignity and well-being of every person on this
planet. Fill us with the courage to work as Your Servant Martin before us to
reveal and reverse the false strength and power spent for vanity only. We pray
especially for: Donald, our President; our Members of Congress; our Governor
and Legislators; our County Council; and for all who govern that they may
serve us you people in the fear of the Lord. [pause for prayers]  Jesus, Lamb of
God, Our Strength and our Salvation

O Lord our God, give hope and healing to all who are sick, troubled, or weary
of this life, and to those who care for and about them. We now join our voices
to pray aloud for those in need, especially.... for [pause for prayers requests] 
Jesus, Lamb of God, Our Strength and our Salvation

        
O Lord our God, soothe sorrowful hearts with the knowing that You enfold our
loved ones in the grace, glory, and joy of new life forever. We pray especially
for … [pause for prayers]  Jesus, Lamb of God, Our Strength and our
Salvation

O Lord our God, we pause in this moment to offer You our other heartfelt
thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials, aloud or silently….
[pause for prayers]  Jesus, Lamb of God, Our Strength and our Salvation

                      

O Lord our God, hold fast in Your embrace all who lead us in Your Church as
they guide and walk with us in Word, Sacrament, and Faith, away from false
gods and always to You. We pray especially for: Sue, our Bishop; Brian, our
District Superintendent; Tony, our Pastor, Ron, our Lay Servant, and all
ministers of Word, Sacrament, and Order. [pause for prayers]  Jesus, Lamb of
God, Our Strength and our Salvation

The Pastor: God Almighty and Everlasting, You called us before we were born
and named us in our mother’s womb. Keep us looking for and finding the Love
that drives out hate and the Light that drives out the darkness in ourselves and in
each other. We ask through the grace of our Jesus, our Rabbi and our Christ; and
our spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit, who together with You, live and reign,
our One God, today, always, forever.  Our Father...

The Peace

The Offering with Doxology

Special Music at Fork Chapel: Zandy Cook

Scripture: John 1:29-42 +Pew Bible: Swords 809; Fork Chapel NT 92

Sermon                        “Really! A Pebble Faith” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 572: “Pass It On”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”

__________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR CONGREGATION
We want you to know that no matter... 
– were you've come from or are going; 

– what you believe or doubt; 
– what you are feeling or just not feeling; 

– what you have or don’t have;
– and no matter whom you love, 

ALL OF WHO YOU IS WELCOMED 
– into this community of faith 

– by a God who loves you passionately.
– Thanks be to God. Amen.


