
Liturgists for January 26, 2020 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Swords: Ron Hess — Fork Chapel: Linda Young

1 Samuel 1:21-28; Pslam 84; Hebrews 2:14-28; Luke 2:22-40

Green County Food Pantry - January Food Items

Spaghetti Sauce and Pasta - Bring to Church by Feb. 16

Meal for Ronald McDonald House, Tuesday, February 11
Menu: Sloppy Joes.  Hamburger donated by Ron and Louise Hess.  Other items
needed are Hamburger Rolls/Slider Rolls; Patato Chips, Mac and Cheese, Pickles.  
Call Ron and Louise at 770-490-4719 to see what is needed most before you make
your donation.  Thanks.

Epiphany Study
Before Amen! The Power of a Simple Prayer By Max Lucado

The focus this week is “Father, you are good....They need help” with Tom Roberts
teaching.  This Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. Fork Chapel Fellowship Hall.

Max Lucado, Just Like Jesus
“When my daughter was a toddler, I used to take her to a park not
far from our apartment. One day as she was playing in a sandbox, an
ice-cream salesman approached us. I purchased her a treat, and
when I turned to give it to her, I saw her mouth was full of sand.
Where I had intended to put a delicacy, she had put dirt.

“Did I love her with dirt in her mouth? Absolutely. Was she any less
of my daughter with dirt in her mouth? Of course not. Was I going
to allow her to keep the dirt in her mouth? No way. I loved her right
where she was, but I refused to leave her there. I carried her over to
the water fountain and washed out her mouth. Why? Because I love
her.

God does the same for us. He holds us over the fountain. "Spit out
the dirt, honey," our Father urges. "I've got something better for
you." And so he cleanses us of filth; immorality, dishonesty,
prejudice, bitterness, greed. We don't enjoy the cleansing;
sometimes we even opt for the dirt over the ice cream. "I can eat dirt
if I want to!" we pout and proclaim. Which is true—we can. But if
we do, the loss is ours. God has a better offer.”
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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns The Pastor’s Prayer

*Hymn Sing: No. 370: “Victory in Jesus”

No. 145: “Morning Has Broken”

Scripture Theme for Today +Ava Savage and Carolyn Copelan

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who

lived in a land of deep darkness ~ on them light has shined. [Isaiah 9:2]

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then should fear. Hear me, ,

O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me. [Psalm 27:1a, 10]

        

Prayers of the People

Oh Lord of Light and Joy, with You as our strength whom shall we fear? As

You have caught us up in the safety of Your nets, energize us to beckon the

world to Your shore, proclaiming the Good News of Salvation in our every

thought, word, and action. Lord Jesus Christ: nite us to You in mind and

purpose

O Lord of Light and Joy, inspire and transform all who govern the peoples

of this World, this Country, and this Community, to legislate with integrity

not the rod of oppression, ensuring peace, equality, and sustenance for the

well-being of all humanity and the protection of our planet. We pray

especially for: [add your own petitions.] Lord Jesus Christ: Unite us to You

in mind and purpose

Oh Lord of Light and Joy, heal the hearts, minds, and bodies of all who are

ill, weary, or in anguish, and give comfort to all who offer care. We now join

our voices to pray aloud for those in need [add your own petitions.] Lord

Jesus Christ: Unite us to You in mind and purpose

          

Oh Lord of Light and Joy, the gloom of grief is lifted when our hearts know

that You joyfully embrace all who live again in Your glorious and eternal

Paradise. We pray especially for [add your own petitions.] Lord Jesus Christ:

Unite us to You in mind and purpose

Oh Lord of Light and Joy, we pause in this moment to offer You our other

heartfelt thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials, aloud or

silently [add your own petitions.]  Lord Jesus Christ: Unite us to You in

mind and purpose

                     

Oh Lord of Light and Joy, constantly refresh and renew the spirits of all who

lead us in Your Church, as they encourage us always to seek Your Face, and

carry the power of the Cross in our lives. We pray especially for: [add your

own petitions.] Lord Jesus Christ: Unite us to You in mind and purpose

                                                                                                       

The Pastor: Oh Lord, our Strength and our Salvation, endow us with the

faith and fortitude to find Your constant Light within us in the darkest of

times. Empower us to repent and return to follow You, whenever we go off

course, in the highest and lowest tides of this mortal experience. We ask

through Jesus, the Captain of our ship, and the Holy Spirit, our Divine

Navigator, who with You are our One God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Peace

The Offering with Doxology

Special Music at Fork Chapel: Zandy Cook

Scripture: Matthew 4:12-25 +Pew Bible: Swords 809; Fork Chapel NT 92

Sermon                        “Exploding Light” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 128: “He Leadeth Me”

*Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus

“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.”

__________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR CONGREGATION
We want you to know that no matter... where you've come from or are going;
or what you believe or doubt; or what you are feeling or just not feeling; or
what you have or don’t have; and no matter whom you love, 
ALL OF WHO YOU IS WELCOMED into this community of faith by a God
who loves you passionately. Thanks be to God. Amen.


