
Liturgists for February 9, 2020 - 5th Sunday after Eiphany

Swords: Richard Beiser – Fork Chapel: Bonnie Duvall

Isaiah 58:3-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Cor 2:1-16; Matthew 5:13-20

Green County Food Pantry - January Food Items

Spaghetti Sauce and Pasta - Bring to Church by Feb. 16

Lent and Easter Study
Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life By Adam Hamilton

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve
him? Join Adam Hamilton this Lent and Easter in The Walk and discover Five
essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. Each session will
help you explore one of these practices, its New Testament foundation, and its
potential effect on your personal life and our lives together as the church.  The five
essential practices are:

• Worship and Prayer
• Study: the importance of listening and paying attention
• Serve: Here I am Lord, Send Me
•  Give: Where Your Treasure Is
• Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light
• The Five Practices from the Cross.

Sessions will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, Feb. 19, March 4, 11, 18. 25,
April 1 at Fork Chapel.  Each participant will receive a Student Book, a Study
Guide, and a Prayer Journal and other resources.

Meal for Macon’s Ronald McDonald House, Tuesday, February 11

Menu: Sloppy Joes.  Hamburger donated by Ron and Louise Hess.  Other

items needed are Hamburger Rolls; Potato Chips, Mac and Cheese, Pickles.  

Call Ron and Louise at 770-490-4719 to see what is needed most before you

make your donation.  Also, if you like, volunteer to go with Ron and Louise

to help serve. They will give you details. Members of Fork Chapel are invited

to join with Swords in the ministry.  Thanks.

What Does the Future Hold for the United Methodist Church

Checkout these resources for help in understanding the future of the United

Methodist Church. Will we divide or stay united?  If we divide, how will both

Swords and Fork Chapel be effected?  

• See video on Protocol for Reconciliation and Separation through Grace on

the North Georgia Conference web page at www.ngumc.org 

• March 22: Information meeting at 1st UMC Madison, 3:oo p.m.
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February 2,2020 4th Sunday after the Epiphany

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 153: “Thou Hidden Source of Calm Repose”

Scripture and Prayers for Today +Ron Hess or Linda Young

Luke 24:13-35 +Swords 807; Fork Chapel NT 90

Risen One,

like those disciples on the road to Emmaus,

we struggle to recognize you in the everyday journey of our lives.

We seek your wisdom in the midst of the questions we have

about the circumstances we find ourselves in—

circumstances sometimes beyond our control,

but often of our own making. (brief silence)

Open our eyes, Light of the World,

to your work of transformation in and around us.

As we walk with you day by day,

may your new life be made manifest in what we say to others.

Help us to understand the power of our words to hurt or to heal;

give us the graciousness to make all our conversations holy.

Just as we desire that our speaking be holy,

may our seeing be holy as well.

We are bombarded with images everyday, O Christ,

that shape our attitudes and behaviors. (brief silence)

As you opened the scriptures to the disciples

and taught them everything,

open our eyes to behold you in your Word,

in the beauty of nature,

the beauty of another human being

and the beauty of sacred art. (brief silence)

And in our seeing,

help us to recognize and welcome the stranger in our midst.

May our welcome be a celebration of the gifts and graces

of persons who are different from us

and not merely some token tolerance of an outsider. (brief silence)

You were known to the disciples in the breaking of the bread.

May your resurrection presence guide us in the decisions we make

about what we take into our bodies—

especially what we eat and what we drink.

Help us to understand our eating and drinking as sacred events,

not to be abused or approached mindlessly. (brief silence)

So often we forget, Holy One,

that you invite us to abide with you;

to have our lives hidden in you.

We thank you that you travel with us in our joys and our concerns. Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer - Sharing the Peace

The Offering with Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook, Fork Chapel

Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9 +Pew Bible: Swords 541; Fork Chapel OT 652

Sermon “A Word for the Thickheaded and Slow-Hearted” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn of Invitation 616: “Come. Sinners to the Gospel Feast”

The Great Thanksgiving - Hymnal p, 15

Hymn 361: “Rock of Ages”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.” 

__________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR CONGREGATION
We want you to know that no matter... where you've come from or are going; or
what you believe or doubt; or what you are feeling or just not feeling; or what you
have or don’t have; and no matter whom you love,  ALL OF WHO YOU ARE IS
WELCOMED into this community of faith by a God who loves you passionately.
Thanks be to God. Amen.


