
The Silence of the Tomb
Holy Saturday Meditation

THE BURIAL OF JESUS
Luke 23:50-53

50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, 51
had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no
one had ever been laid. 

Today, there is a great silence.  The Savior has died.  He rests in the tomb.  Many hearts were filled
with uncontrollable grief and confusion.  Was He really gone?  Had all their hopes been shattered? 
These and many other thoughts of despair filled the minds and hearts of so many who loved and
followed Jesus.

The silence of the tomb was a mixture of joy and sorrow.  The joy is that even from the tomb Jesus
was still preaching.  He descended to the land of the dead, to all the souls who had gone before Him,
so as to bring them His gift of salvation.  This was a day of great joy for them.  But a day of great
sorrow and confusion for those who watched their Messiah die on the Cross.

It's helpful to ponder this apparent contradiction.  Jesus was accomplishing His act of redemption, the
greatest act of love ever known, and so many were in complete confusion and despair.  It shows that
God's ways are so far above our own ways.  What appeared to be a great loss actually turned into the
most glorious triumph ever known.

So it is with our lives.  Holy Saturday should be a reminder to us that even those things which seem to
be the worst of tragedies are not always what they seem.  God the Son was obviously doing great
things as He laid in the tomb.  He was accomplishing His mission of redemption.  He was changing
lives and pouring forth grace and mercy.  

And, God is doing the same thing for us.  We loved one passes from us and the risen Jesus says, "I am
the resurrection and the life.  If anyone dies, they will live forever."  It tragedy and pain befall us, God
says, "No matter that you are going through, I am with you and am working in all things for your
good."

The message of Holy Saturday is clear.  It's a message of hope.  Not hope in a worldly sense, rather,
it's the message of divine hope.  Hope and trust in God's perfect plan.  Hope in the fact that God
always has a greater purpose.  Hope in the fact that God uses suffering and, in this case, death as a
powerful instrument of salvation.

Spend time in silence today.  Try to enter into the reality of Holy Saturday.  Let divine hope grow
within you knowing that Easter is soon to come.

Lord, I thank You for the gift of Your suffering and death.  Thank You for this day of silence as
we await Your Resurrection.  May I also await Your triumph in my life.  When I struggle with
despair, dear Lord, help me to be reminded of this day.  The day when all appeared as loss.  Help
me to see my struggles through the lens of Holy Saturday, remembering that You are faithful in
all things and that the Resurrection is always assured to those who put their trust in You.  Jesus,
I do trust in You.


