
May 22, 2020 Friday of the Sixth Week of Easter

Seek the Peace that Passes Understanding

Philippians 4:6-7 (CEB)
6 Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and
petitions, along with giving thanks. 7 Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep
your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

Let me tell you about two boys and a man.  One named Linus, the other Donald.

In a Peanuts cartoon, Linus tells Charlie Brown,

“When I hear those coyotes howling at night, it totally depresses me. I start to feel lonely…  Then I get
scared.”  

Charlie Brown says,   “I thought holding onto that blanket made you secure.”

Linus replies,  “I think the warranty has run out.”

That’s the problem with most security blankets that the world has to offer. Their warranty runs out.  The
“cure” for worry that the world offers is only short term.  Jesus is the long term “cure” for all fear, all
worry. I wonder what serves as our security blanket as we move into the new future covid-19 is giving us?
 
Erma Bombeck once told about a little boy named Donald. Donald was worrying about going to school.
Here is how he expressed his fears:

My name is Donald. I don’t know anything. I have new underwear, a loose tooth, and I didn’t sleep last
night because I’m worried. What if a bell rings and a man yells, ‘Where do you belong,’ and I don’t
know? What if the trays in the cafeteria are too tall for me to reach? What if my loose tooth comes out
when we have our heads down and are supposed to be quiet? Am I supposed to bleed quietly? What if I
splash water on my name-tag and my name disappears and no one knows who I am?”

Poor Donald. Poor us. Worry about big things and little things. Worry about the future. Worry about the
past. Worry about our finances, worry about our family, worry about politics, worry about the weather,
worry what covid-19 has done to us and how we will get through it..

It is for people like Linus, Donald, you and me that the Apostle Paul had in mind when wrote to fearful,
anxious, beleaguered Christians living in Ephesus: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (See also:
Philippians 4:6-7 see also Jesus teaching in Matthew 6:25-33) 

What it all comes down to is this: 
In every life we have some trouble , 
When you worry you make it double.   
Don’t worry, TRUST JESUS!


