
May 29, 2020 Friday of Seventh Week of Easter

Spiritual Generosity Can Change Your Life
5. "No one has ever become poor by giving." -Anne Frank

Generosity is a spiritual word. It speaks of the type of relationship between a giver and a receiver.  The giver
(that’s you and me) generously shares the“fruits of the spirit” listed by Paul in Galatians 5:23-24: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. With spiritual extravagance, the giver him
self to others without self-centeredness, without judgmentalism, with nothing stingy or petty, nothing mean or
small. Instead, his generosity of spirit leads him down the path of unselfish love—a willingness to give with no
expectation of any kind of return compensation.

The generous person lives a life of loving compassion, a passionate life alive with feelings of otherness. He is
genuine, caring, open and fully accepting. When approached by someone in need, his character identifies with the
need of that person and joyfully helps the person.  He does this with a gentle acceptance of the person as is with no
condescending judgment.  With gentleness and patience, he moves to help the person.  When combined together,
all his actions reveal the ultimate in kindness. Their empathy establishes a depth and quality of relationship for
whatever happiness or sorrow might be felt by the other. They are fully tuned to that person’s hopes and needs.
They feel with the person. There is no condemnation, no criticism, no advice giving—only help is offered. The
clock does not dictate the dimensions of their relationship. The generous person shares willingly and does not
perceive time as a critical factor.

I believe God implanted a generous spirit in each human being.  Our human impulses, somehow, bend in the
direction of generous goodwill to others—not just in terms defined by money, but with a spirit that brings warm
joy, friendship combined with helpful neighborliness.  Of course we also have free will. If we exercise this with a
sense of superiority, haughtiness and negativity, the end includes only loneliness and isolation.

Paul listed the fruit of kindness fifth in his list. If circumstances gives you the opportunity to be generous with
others, start with a generosity of kindness. When kindness holds a significant place in your willingness to be
generous, the gift becomes much more powerful.

Kindness generates an internal warmth in the giver, a feeling of joy and is offered without judgment or inquisition.
It is a completely positive human act designed to allow one person to be helpful to another. Sometimes, it involves
simply listening. On other occasions, it might be more complicated as the helper assists in sorting through the
complications. Once in awhile, the petitioner, acting in pain, may want to bring you into an argument. In this case
be understanding and accepting of the person, but do not be drawn into the conflict. Ask the person to try to reopen
lines of communication.

Much is required of us in seeking to be generous as we struggle to maintain a life of faithfulness—faithful to the
belief that all humans have worth, that a non-imposing God is available, that his son, Jesus, came to earth to reveal
in human form the dimensions of God’s love and to provide us an avenue to redemption. This requires that we seek
to live out the teachings of Christ in the Sermon on the Mount.  His teachings are not simply spoken with words.
They are to be transmitted nonverbally from the depth of your soul.

Faith Seeking Understanding: 
Probe: What do I need to learn from this devotional that can change my behavior for the better?
Hint: When, where, and how can I be more generous? Does my generosity include more than monetary giving?
Pray: Holy Spirit, show me ways to be more generous with my gifts, my care for others, and my love for You

and Jesus and the Father.

UM Hymn 438:  “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord I Go”
(Charles Wesley, Author)

(Click on the link and sing along)


