
June 28, 202 4th Sunday after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 419: “I Am Thine, O Lord”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

Psalm and Prayers of the Church +Carl Mitcham / Erica Cole

Psalm 13: Hymnal 746

How long, Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
How long will you hide your face from me?

We pray for those who feel forgotten and unseen, may they know that they
are remembered and seen by you God.  

Help us to partner with you to remember the forgotten. Search our hearts to
reveal those we hide our faces from, the outcast, the stranger or the homeless.
Change our hearts, that we may turn our faces towards these people and see
them as your beloved children.

How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 
and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 
How long will my enemy triumph over me?

We pray for those we know who struggle with mental illnesses, anxiety and
depression. We pray that there will be resources released to help, enough staff
employed and finances given towards mental health services nationally. Help
us to be a friend and a listening ear to those who suffer. Fill us with
compassion and wisdom.

Ultimately, we pray for those who wrestle with sorrow, that they may know
your victory over those dark thoughts which currently seem to triumph.

Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
and my enemy will say, 'I have overcome him,'
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.

We pray for those who might be considered fallen by those around them: may
they know your restoration and grace. Help us to not judge or exclude your
beloved children, but instead lift them up in prayer, and embrace them with the
grace we know in Christ.

Thank you, loving Father God, for hearing our prayer.  Please understand, we are
not asking for a date.  We’re not asking for a date. We’re asking for the faith that
a date will come. 

Lord, I trust in your unfailing love; 
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
I will sing the Lord's praise,
for he has been good to me.

The Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer

Thanksgiving for the Offering with Doxology

Special Music                             

Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42 +Pew Bible: Swords 741; Fork Chapel NT 11

Sermon                           “On Making It to Dinner” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 467: “Trust and Obey”

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.” 

WELCOME TO OUR CONGREGATION
We want you to know that no matter... where you've come from or are going; or
what you believe or doubt; or what you are feeling or just not feeling; or what you
have or don’t have; and no matter whom you love, all of who you are is welcomed
into this community of faith by a God who loves you passionately. Thanks be to
God. Amen.

Liturgist and Scriptures for Next Sunday
Swords: Ron Hess; Fork Chapel: Billy Duvall

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-349, 57-67; Psalm 45:10-17 and Psalm 72
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-3



Weekly Online Devotion - www.forkchapelumc.org

Dr. Gavalas will continue to publish a weekly message on Wednesday of

each week.  Each devotion will introduce the scripture and sermon for the

coming Sunday. Check it out!  The devotions are offered as a way of

helping you enrich your worship the following Sunday, as well as help you

to listen for God’s word to you as the scripture is read and proclaimed

Study of “The Walk” to resume Wednesday, July 8

We will complete the study in time for Homecoming and Revival August 9

What does Psalms 13 mean?

Begin by reading the Psalm

David asked the Lord “How long?” four times in this psalm.  He felt

forgotten by the Lord.  He felt that the Lord was hiding His face from Him. 

He felt sorrowful and depressed.  He cried to the Lord about his enemy

being exalted over him.  He cried to the Lord to consider his questions and

to answer him.  David wanted the Lord to enlighten his eyes or give him

understanding about his situation.  David felt that if the Lord did not help

him that he would die and his adversaries would gloat about defeating

him.

However, in verse 5 David’s attitude changes.  He proclaims trust in the

loving kindness of the Lord and rejoices in God’s salvation.  In verse 6 he is

determined to sing to the Lord because of His bountiful care over him.

Many times we have the same emotions as David did in this psalm.  We

wonder how long we will have to wait for good health, a job, the salvation

of a loved one, or the improvement in a relationship.  We can learn from

how David handled his frustration.  He turned to the Lord and laid it all

before Him.  When he did that, the Lord changed his attitude from one

dominated by fear to one dominated by faith.  As William MacDonald

said, “This psalm is like many of our God-sent testings: they begin with a

sigh but end with a song!”

Let us always remember that the Lord really is with us.  As we read in

Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  Let us also

remember that our Lord “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that

we ask or think, according to his power at work in us” (Ephesians 3:20). 

He is worthy to be trusted!  Let us lean fully on our Savior today.  (221.6) 

(DJ)


