
June 6, 2020 Saturday: First Week of Pentecost

A Kingdom Seed
Matthew 13:31-32

I must confess that I have felt utterly incapable of making any significant difference in recent days. I’ve
grieved with a dear friend at the passing of his wife, I’ve watched Covid-19 increasingly become a political
issue while the death toll mounts, I’ve heard the increasing calls for division in my beloved United
Methodist Church calling for division, and I’ve observed the deep and justified pain resulting from yet
another murder of yet another Black man. It all seems so much bigger than me that I begin to think I am
powerless to do anything.

But then, I am empowered by the words of Jesus’ words in Matthew 13:31-32, “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet
when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its
branches.”

I’ll never change the world by myself. And I don’t have to. But I can ask the Holy Spirit to nurture the seed
of the kingdom of heaven Jesus has planted in me until it overshadows my sense of powerlessness, and I do
what God is calling me to do.

The job description of a member of God’s kingdom is given us in the hymn, “Lord, speak to me that I may
speak” by Frances R. Havergal.  I invite you to pray it with me daily that the “kingdom seed” in us will
grow to all its fullness in us through the Holy Spirit’s power.

Lord, Speak to Me - No. 464 UM Hymnal

1. Lord, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let me seek your erring children lost and lone.

2. Oh lead me, Lord, that I may lead the wandering and the wavering feet;
oh feed me, Lord, that I may feed your hungering ones with manna sweet.

3. Oh teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious truths that you impart,
and wing my words, that they may reach the hidden depths of many a heart.

4. Oh fill me with your fullness, Lord, until my heart shall overflow
in kindling thought and glowing word, your love to tell, your praise to show.

5. Oh use me, Lord, use even me just as you will, and when, and where,
until at last your face I see, your rest, your joy, your glory share.

(Click the link to sing along with this hymn)


