
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 Third week of Pentecost

His Eye Is on the Sparrow
Matthew 10:29-31

29 Aren’t two sparrows sold for a small coin? But not one of them will fall to the ground without your
Father knowing about it already. 30 Even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 Don’t be afraid. You
are worth more than many sparrows. (Common English Bible).

What comes to mind when you hear the words, “the all seeing eye of God.”  My first experience with these
word took place in two places: Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church and Burns Memorial United
Methodist Church in Augusta, Georgia.  Above the altar in the Greek Church was a detailed carving of the
“all seeing  eye of God.” You couldn’t miss it.  And every time I saw it, I became afraid that God was
always watching for me to mess up.  Things were no better at the Methodist Church.  While there was no
visible reminders of “the all seeing eye of God” there were sermons and Sunday School lessons that kept
reminding me that God was watching me so I had better be careful.

Now, why am I telling you of my childhood fear of “God’s all seeing eye?” Because it is so easy for us to
focus on the negative that we miss the positive.  Take for example the verse of scripture that is our text for
today.  This verse is buried in the middle of some of Jesus’ tough words.  We find Jesus’ tough words in 
Matthew 10:24-39.  Let’s run down the list:

• Verses 24-25: don’t forget Jesus’ chain of command–Jesus is the master, we are the disciples, and if the
master is persecuted, so the disciples will be persecuted also.

• Verses 26-31: don’t be afraid when all that is hidden will become known
• Verses 32-33: if we confess Christ, Christ will confess us before God or visa versa
• Verses 34-39: Jesus expects us to choose him over family members (when you love God the most, you

love family members the best)

Now as I said, smack in the middle of these harsh words of Jesus is this verse about God’s “all seeing eye.”
I love the way Eugene Peterson translates this verse in The Message:

29-31 “What’s the price of a pet canary? Some loose change, right? And God cares what happens to it
even more than you do. He pays even greater attention to you, down to the last detail—even numbering
the hairs on your head! So don’t be intimidated by all this bully talk. You’re worth more than a million
canaries.”

For me, this verses puts a whole new twist to the meaning of “God’s all seeing eye.”  In stead of God
keeping watch over shoulder for us to do wrong, or not to measure up, suppose God is standing near to
cheer each of us on as we do the best we can in living as disciples of Christ.

Or to put it another way: my earthly father had a hard time praise me for my successes but had not problem
calling me out when I failed.  That is not the heavenly Father I have.  I have a heavenly father who is
always cheering me on, bring out the best in me, and when I fail he says, I love you not because you are a
hard worker but because you are my son. So, get up, dust yourself off, and get back in the battle.  That’s
my God.   I pray he is yours.

(This message and scripture is a summary of my Father’s Day Sermon for this coming Sunday)


