
June 2, 2020 Tuesday of First Week of Pentecost

Christian Actions Speak Louder than Christian Words

9.  "The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians: who acknowledge
Jesus with their lips, walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an
unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable." -Brennan Manning

Jesus said in John 17 that the world would know that His message is true when they see the unity
of His followers. If I am a walking advertisement for God, do I want to be responsible for
misrepresenting the God of the Universe? Not only that, but if I truly welcome Jesus into my life,
the reality is that people will see Him in the way I live. If you don’t see Him in your life, or if you
think others would not have a clue Who you belong to, take a step back. Ask God to become real
to you, and be willing to let yourself be changed by Him. (1 John 3:16-18)

Exercise in Faith Seeking Understanding

Followers of Jesus Practice Real Love

1.  Read this passage from 1 John 3:16-20 (The Message translation)
16-17 This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for
us. This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for
ourselves. If you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it
but turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears. And you
made it disappear.

18-20 My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only
way we’ll know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality. It’s also the way to shut down
debilitating self-criticism, even when there is something to it. For God is greater than our
worried hearts and knows more about us than we do ourselves.

2.  Probe
Where do you find yourself in the above passage from 1 John?
Where do my Christian words speak louder than my Christian actions?
How can I backup my Christian words with my Christian actions?
Pick a sensitive issue in our world today? How do both your word and actions show your real
feelings about the matter?  Are your feelings in line with Jesus’s teachings in the Sermon on the
Mount?

Response: What is your plan for speaking more with your actions and less with your words?

UMC Hymnal 408: The Gift of Love
(Click on the link and sing along)


