
May June 1, 2020 Monday of First Week of Pentecost

“Speak Lord, for You Servant Is Listening”
1 Samuel 3:1-14

8. "Prayer is not monologue, but dialogue. God's voice in response to mine is its most
essential part." -Andrew Murray

When I find myself babbling nonstop, it's either because I'm extremely excited—or I really don't
want to hear what the other person has to say. Perhaps I'm afraid of their response, or too
self-centered to care about their opinion. Think about the ramifications of that in a conversation
with God. No good conversation is ever one-sided—but if there was ever a time that it would be,
it would be when God is the one doing the talking. Many of us approach prayer as our chance to
tell God what we think, but in humility, we should recognize that His words carry much greater
weight than ours. I believe He wants to hear from us—but because He loves us, He also wants to
teach us, guide us, and comfort us. In order to receive those things, we have to stop and listen.
(John 10:27)

Faith Seeking Understanding

One way we can learn to listen to God is through praying the scriptures.  The discipline I use the
most in praying the scripture is what I call the "head, heart, and hands" method.

Read: 1 Samuel 3:1-9 (God call to Samuel in the Night)
Probe with your mind - What are the facts of this story?

In what way was Eli Samuel's spiritual director?
God called Samuel three times for he listened.  Why did it take so long? 
Why was it important for Samuel to get back in bed and then listen for God?
How did Samuel answer God’s call?

Probe with your heart - What in this story is speaking directly to you?
Do you seek help in listening for God as Samuel sought Eli’s help?
Do you recognize God’s call when you hear it?
Time and place is vital to listening to God.  Samuel went back to the bed and waited.  Do you
have such a place where you can wait patiently for God to speak.

Respond with your hands - What is the story asking you to do in responding to God’s call?
You decisions will be based on your answers to the above questions.

Pray: Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray: to see thee more clearly, love thee
more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day. (Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253)

UMC Hymnal 593: “Here I am, Lord”
Choir, 1st UMC Houston, Texas
(Click on the link and sing along)


