
June 5, 2020 Friday of First Week of Pentecost

“Once to Every Man and Nation, Comes a Moment to Decide”
James Russell Lowell

I was raised on the great hymns of the church. Among them was Once to Every Man and Nation
with lyrics by James Russell Lowell (1845). The newer hymnals have excluded it, most likely
because of the black and white thinking between good and evil.  The first and fourth verses of this
hymn has been running through my mind recently.  I turn to the hymn today in ways I never have
before, and I'm left to wonder whether some things are just plain evil. 

Once to ev'ry man and nation Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood, For the good or evil side; 
Some great cause, some great decision, Off'ring each the bloom or blight, 
And the choice goes by forever Twixt that darkness and that light. 

Tho' the cause of evil prosper, Yet the truth alone is strong; 
Tho' her portion be the scaffold, And upon the throne be wrong; 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, And, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, Keeping watch above His own. 

The hymn lays out for us three truths that I believe will get us through the mess we face today in
our nation.  But only if we are honest enough with ourselves to recognize the choice before us.

Truth alone is strong 
No one holds the patent right on lying. At some point everyone is a liar. Little white lies or huge
they’re, just the same. But truth is my judge and yours.

Though the cause of evil prosper…
I cannot recall a moment in the America of my lifetime when truth been as scorned as it is today. I
remember presidents who lied. Some more than others. But never was truth itself under assault as
it is in America today. As a child I asked how Germany could have fallen for the rhetoric and
incivility of a madman. Finally I’m coming to understand.  Truth is more on the scaffold than in
human hearts.                              

God is the ruler yet
“This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’re forget, that though the wrong seems off so strong,
God is the ruler yet.”

This is my praxis, my “where the rubber hits the road.”  I pray it is yours.

Closing Hymn
“Once to Every Man and Nation”
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