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What It Means To Be a Christian
You’re Not in the Driver’s Seat, Jesus Is!

Matthew 16:24-26 (MSG
“Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead.
You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I’ll show you
how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. What
kind of deal is it to get everything you want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade your soul for?”
(The Message Translation)

What am I to do about the turmoil in our nation?  How can I keep from being sucked into the divisions in
country that pits friend against friend, and Republicans against Democrats?  Is there an alternative way not
only to get through this mess, but also to make a difference in solving the mess?

I believe so!  I believe that we Christians are “in the world but not of the world.”  That is, we Christians
have higher allegiance to the way of Christ, than we do to the ways of this world.  That is what Jesus is
teaching in our scripture today.  Read it again!  It is above in italics. 

So, what does it mean to be a Christian? It means far more than I can comprehend or communicate. And,
no doubt, my understanding pales in comparison to so many others. But in simplest terms, here is what it
means for me to live as a Christian. 

! It means accepting Jesus’ as my Savior, and embracing the reality that he reconciles me to God because
I am incapable of doing that myself. 

! It means inviting Jesus to be Lord of my life, and intentionally allowing him to mold me so that I truly
am going on to perfection in love. 

! It means embedding myself in the Body of Christ, and growing closer to sisters and brothers in faith as
we embody the Gospel in real life in the real world. 

! It means living the Jesus’ way, and letting the words of the prophets, Jesus’ invitation to those on the
edges, the Great Commission and the Great Commandment actually shape my actions far more than
culture, politics, economics or ideology. 

! It means seeing through spiritual eyes, and being able to speak boldly, act boldly, and live boldly
because I know God’s will is becoming as real on earth as it already is in heaven. 

! It means living with hope in all moments, and knowing with a certainty that nothing can separate me
from God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

The beginning point to living as a Christian in today’s world is to be honest about what is going on in your
own life right now.  You may feel lost – out of sorts, out of sync with others and outside of God’s love. It’s
a devastating feeling that takes control of everything in your life, especially when no one knows what
you’re experiencing. You try to fix it, but can’t even when you give it your best shot. So not surprisingly,
you feel doomed to living on the outs the rest of your life.

But Jesus cares so much about you that he comes looking for you, regardless of what you’re going through
or how much you’ve messed up. To find you. To embrace you. To heal you. To make your life whole. And
here’s the most amazing part of all. You don’t need to earn Jesus’ love or be good enough for it or even be
ready for it. It just is. And all you have to do is give yourself to it. 


