
June 5, 2020 5th Sunday after Pentecost

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

Greeting: Church Concerns Opening Prayer

*Hymn 77: “How Great Thou Art *The Apostles’ Creed - Hymnal 881

Scripture and Prayers for Our Nation +Ron Hess/Billy Duvall

Deuteronomy 6:1-18 Pew Bible: Swords 140/Fork Chapel OT 165

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give

you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and

humble of heart; and you will find rest for your selves. For my yoke is easy,

and my burden light.” (Pause)

Dear Father, thank you for Jesus, our friend and yoke fellow. Thank you for

soul’s refreshment and heart’s ease; for mind’s nourishment and body’s rest.

Thank you for faith, family, and freedom; for liberty and justice; for the

countless blessings we so often take for granted. Lord, in your mercy,

please hear our prayer.

Grant that your Church should always be as gentle and lowly of heart as its

Savior. Use it to draw people who are heavy-laden by the world, the devil,

and their own sinfulness, to the One who will give them rest. Let the

Church’s high calling – of faith toward you and fervent love toward others –

be a light and joyous burden to bear. Lord, in your mercy, please hear

our prayer.

Thank you for the people of this congregation. Help us to see one another

with the eyes of Jesus. Some are carrying heavy burdens, known only to

them and to you. Ease their load; and give each of us such gentle hearts and

words that we, too, refresh their spirits. Shape all our words and works, so

that many  may find encouragement, forgiveness, hope, and renewed joy in

loving and serving you. Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer.

Bless, purify, and guide this nation. Let the words of the song be our prayer

on its behalf. “America, America, God mend thine every flaw; confirm thy

soul in self-control, thy liberty in law!” Grant to the people of every nation

favorable weather, peaceful times, and respite from the burdens of sickness,

poverty, and violence. Teach us all to eagerly seek and share your mercy,

guidance, and blessings. Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer.

Ease the heavy burdens borne by all who risk their lives to keep us healthy,

safe, just, and free. Grant success to all they do in accordance with your will.

Heal those wounded in body, mind, or spirit. Comfort and strengthen their

loved ones. May their service be honored and their skills re-purposed when

their duties are finished. Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer.

Give rest and refreshment, respite and healing to everyone who are weighed

down by sin, sorrow, or suffering. Especially we pray for:(Pause). Ease also

the heavy load of care and worry that their loved ones shoulder; and give to

us all the joy of your saving help.  Lord, in your mercy, please hear our

prayer.

Thank you, dear Father, for the life, love, and labor of your faithful departed

servants. Until we are reunited with them and with your children of every

time and place, bless us with your steadfast mercy and loving-kindness.

Yoked to our Savior, and guided by his Spirit, let us help one another in

bearing the necessary burdens of this life. Lead us into the eternal rest and

unending joy which you have promised to everyone whom you have

redeemed through the merits of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Lord, in

your mercy, please hear our prayer.

The Pastor’s Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer

Thanksgiving for the Offering with Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook, Fork Chapel

Scripture: Galatians 5:13-15 +Pew Bible: Swords 891; Fork Chapel NT 190

Sermon                                  “A Nation Yet to Be” +Dr. Gavalas

The Great Thanksgiving - Hymnal p. 15

*Hymn 697: “America”                          

Charge and Blessing Dismissal Chorus
“God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you; 

with his sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again.” 



WELCOME. We want you to know that no matter... where you've come from or
are going; or what you believe or doubt; or what you are feeling or just not
feeling; or what you have or don’t have; and no matter whom you love, all of
who you are is welcomed into this community of faith by a God who loves you
passionately. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Group Study to Resume this Wednesday

We will resume our study of Adam Hamilton’s The Walk - Five Essential

Spiritual Disciplines for living and serving as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Lay Servant Ron Hess will lead in a review of chapters one and two of the

text.  We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Fork Chapel Fellowship Hall. 

Quotes on Freedom

"It is by the goodness of God that in our country we have those three
unspeakably precious things: freedom of speech, freedom of conscience, and
the prudence never to practice either of them." --Mark Twain

"Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't
pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected,
and handed on for them to do the same." --Ronald Reagan

"If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be led,
like sheep to the slaughter."  --George Washington

"Liberty has never come from the government. Liberty has always come from
the subjects of it. The history of liberty is a history of resistance." --Woodrow
Wilson

"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." --Thomas Jefferson

"They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety
deserve neither liberty nor safety." --Benjamin Franklin

"Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded
by the oppressed." --Martin Luther King Jr.

"It does not take a majority to prevail, but rather an irate, tireless minority,
keen on setting brush fires of freedom in the minds of men." --Samuel Adams


