
July 8, 2020 Wednesday of 5th Week of Pentecost

Two Paths

[Psalm 119:105]  Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.

[Romans 8:6, 9] To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace...But you are not in the flesh; You are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

[Matthew 13:9, 20a, 21 a,b; 22, 23a] Let anyone with ears listen! ...for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word...yet such a person has no root...and immediately falls
away...As for what was sown among thorns, this is one who hears the word but the cares of the world
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word, understands it, who indeed bears fruit...

The three scripture lessons for this coming Sunday presents us with a choice.  Psalm 119:105
encourages us to choose God’s word over anything in the world that would lead us away from God.  In
Romans 8:1-11 calls us to choose the way of the Spirit and not the ways of the world. The passage
also makes it clear that this is not an easy choice.  In fact, we cannot make the right choice without the
help of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 encourages to grow in Christ and bear fruit.  Here the
choice is to avoid walking on hard ground (self-centeredness, closed mindedness, or indifference) but
instead walk in the fertile ground of the means of grace: doing good, doing no harm and staying in love
with God through scripture reading and study, prayer, frequent communion, small group study, acts of
mercy, of piety, and stewardship of our resources. 

The choice is before us.  Which path will we take?  Choice is crucial to our eternal destiny.  C.S. Lewis
said that every day of our life we are moving toward our eternal destination; that each step we take,
each act we make, is a move toward either heaven or hell. That's enough to make a person decide to sit
down in the road and think about it a while before moving.  After all, one would not want to move in
the wrong direction.

Bob Dylan wrote a song that said, "You gotta serve somebody. It might be the Devil, it might be the
Lord, but you gotta serve somebody."

Now most of us do not willingly sign up to serve the "devil," but we have to admit that, even when we
have the best of intentions, the things we do often end up helping making things worse instead of
better.

Where are you in your choices?  If you’re like me, I make the right choices some time, and sometimes I
don’t.  Like Paul there are times when I do the things I don’t want do and do the things I don’t want to
do.  But, this is true: Jesus Christ can deliver me from my predicament when I let him.  There it is:
even letting Jesus deliver and save me is a choice.  Thanks be to God !  He gives me the faith to make
the right choice.  Usually it a matter of doing the next right thing.

God bless you.  I look forward to being with you this Sunday.




