
September 6, 2020 14th Sunday after Pentecost

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Music for Gathering Greeting and Opening Prayer

*Hymn 347: “The Spirit Song”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

Scripture and Prayers +Ron Hess / Leroy Rice

Romans 13:8-14 Pew Bible: Swords 867; Fork Chapel NT 162

The Prayers of the People

Most  High Lord,  Your  Love,  through Christ,  will  pass  over our  sins  in  the
moment  we  seek  and  live  into  our  true  calling.  Guide  us  to  forgive  the
unforgivable, to live honorably and honestly, and to continue the work to love
everyone we meet as if they are ourselves. O Creator God, we sing You a new
song by our lives.

Most High Lord, with the Radiance of Christ on the doorposts and lintels of and 
in our lives, we give witness of Your Unconditional Love to all who lead this 
World, this Country, and this Community, with express expectations that they 
will act for the safety, wholeness, and health of all Your people. We pray 
especially for: [add your own petitions.]  O Creator God, we sing You a new 
song by our lives.

                                                     
 Most High Lord, comfort and heal all who are chronically ill, live in the 
relentless demand of addiction, or have lost their sense of home, and refresh all 
who give them care. We now join our hearts together to pray for those in need: 
[add your own petitions.] O Creator God, we sing You a new song by our 
lives.

             
Most High Lord, grant us peace in knowing that our loved ones now blossom in
the eternal sunshine of Life everlasting with You. We pray especially for: [add
your own petitions.]  O Creator God, we sing You a new song by our lives.

Most High Lord, we pause in this moment to offer You our other heartfelt 
thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials: [add your own petitions.]
O Creator God, we sing You a new song by our lives.

Most High Lord, prepare a special place in Your eternal Kingdom for those who
lead us in Your Church, who pray with us and for us, preach Your word to us, 
and shepherd us to spiritual growth in this Community of Faith in ever changing
ways. We pray especially for our pastor Tony, our Lay Servant Ron, Bonnie our
Sunday School teacher, and: [add your own petitions.] O Creator God, we sing 
You a new song by our lives.

                                                                                          
The Pastor concludes:  O God, Holy and Mighty, awaken our hearts that in this
short life, we may see ourselves as You see us, with love, compassion, and 
understanding for ourselves and all others. Illuminate our path with the Light of 
Christ, the armor that binds us against the darkness of sinful action and evil 
intent. We ask through Jesus, our Redeemer and Messiah, and the Holy Spirit, 
our Fount of Wisdom, who live and reign together with You, One God, 
Timeless, Immortal, and Infinite. Amen.

Blessing the Offerings – Doxology

Sermon                          “The Debt of Love I Owe” +Dr Gavalas

Communion Special Music: Zandy Cook (Fork Chapel)

Prayer of Confession

Merciful Lord, we like to think that we do everything well. We pat ourselves
on the back when we act with love and mercy toward others, complimenting
ourselves in self-righteousness. But you know us better. You know our faults
and our failings. You know when we falsely proclaim that we are truly 
living as you would have us live. Teach us again about your forgiving and 
healing love. Show us ways of merciful living that we may extend the love 
and mercy you have given us to others. Forgive us, we pray. For we ask 
these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.

Thanksgiving and Communion No. 15

*Hymn 361: “Rock of Ages”
              

Charge and Blessing                                        Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...  

Welcome: No matter...where you've come from or are going; or what you believe
or doubt; or what you are feeling or just not feeling; or what you have or don’t 
have; and no matter whom you love, all of who you are is welcomed into this 
community of faith by a God who loves you passionately. Thanks be to God.



Liturgists and Scriptures for Next Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020
Swords: Louise Hess; Fork Chapel: Erica Cole

Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 148; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35

Ronald McDonald House - Meal for Sept. 8
Desserts are needed. Contact Ron and Louise Hess for details (770-490-4719)

Food Drive for September
Swords: Morgan Cares; Fork Chapel: Green Count Food Pantry 

Items Needed: canned meats like tuna, chicken, salmon, Vienna sausage, and 
canned hams.  Bring to your church by September 20, 2020.  Thank you.

The Endless Debt to Love – Romans 13:8-10
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. — Romans 13:8

If we are trying to live the Christian life and we fill it with Christian things—
Christian books, conferences, music, movies—there may be something 
missing. If we leave no room in our life to be inconvenienced by service to 
others, we are missing a vital part of Christlike living. What we do, how we 
live, and how we treat others comes down to a matter of love. Paul notes 
this in our passage today, describing it as a permanent debt we owe—a 
debt owed every day.

Love involves more than an action shown to another person. Love consists 
of an underlying attitude and mind set that motivates our actions toward 
others. It’s not an attitude reserved only for fellow believers or those we 
love the most; it’s also for everyone who is not part of the community of 
believers. It is an ongoing theme that Paul continues to talk about in many 
of his letters.

Pursue love today. Let it guide the way you think. Let it be evident in your 
patience and kindness. Let it lead you toward forgiveness, truthfulness, and
endurance. In everything you think about today, and everything you say 
and do today, let love be the motivation. Filled with God’s love, we can’t 
help overflowing with love and care for others.

Prayer
Father, help us to love others because we are filled with your love. Enable 
us to give this gift regardless of how we have been treated; may we follow 
Jesus’ example in all we do. In his name, Amen


