
September 20, 2020 16th Sunday after Pentecost

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Music for Gathering Greeting and Opening Prayer

*Hymn 374: “”Standing on the Promises”

*Apostles’ Creed No. 881

Scripture and Prayers +Judy Foreman / Nancy Copelan

Philippians 1:12-30 Pew Bible: Swords 897; Fork Chapel NT 196
Prayers of the Church

Most Generous God, if only we could remember that Your love for us is 
limitless as we grumble and complain about fairness in this life. Fill us again 
with the Living Bread to stand firm with one spirit, to strive together with one 
mind, for the faith in Christ’s Gospel now, and for the Life to come.[add your 
own petitions.]  O Lord, our God, Keep us Gospel worthy

Most Generous God, grant us a voice that will move political leaders locally, 
nationally, and globally to act always on behalf of humanity, mercy, and justice. 
We pray especially for: [add your own petitions.]  O Lord, our God, Keep us 
Gospel worthy

Most Generous God, enfold all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit into Your 
loving Cloud of Hope, and lift the spirits of those who give them care.  We now 
join our hearts together to pray for those in need: [add your own petitions.]  O 
Lord, our God, Keep us Gospel worthy

 
Most Generous God, we commend to Your eternal embrace all, still loved in
this life, who now live again and forever with Christ. We pray especially for:
[add your own petitions.]  O Lord, our God, Keep us Gospel worthy

Most Generous God, we pause in this moment to offer You our other heartfelt 
thanksgivings, intercessions, petitions, and memorials: [add your own petitions.] 
O Lord, our God, Keep us Gospel worthy

Most Generous God, grant unlimited energy and ceaseless wisdom to all who
have been chosen to elevate Your Church into a vibrant community of faith in
every circumstance of Life. We pray especially for: [add your own petitions.] 
O Lord, our God, Keep us Gospel worthy

Pastor: O God of Eternal Permanence, compel our souls to desire life with 
Christ first in our every thought and action, and not leave the release of all 
judgment, greed, and envy within us to the last. We ask this grace through Jesus,
our Hope and our Salvation; and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and Sanctifier; 
who live and reign together with You, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Blessing the Offerings – Doxology

Special Music – Zandy Cook at Fork Chapel

Scripture: Luke 13:1-9 Pew Bible: Swords 795; Fork Chapel: NT 76 Sermon        

“Could this Be the Year for Figs” +Dr. Gavalas

Unison Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that in attitude and action this week, we have been
less than you created and called us to be. We have forgotten your blessings 
toward us and in so doing, have failed to be a blessing to others. We have 
taken for granted the limitless depth of your love and forgiveness, and in so 
doing, we have withheld love and forgiveness from others. In our misguided 
efforts to maintain control, we have clung to bitterness, hurt, anger and 
disappointment, rather than letting go in faith and trust, releasing ourselves
to the healing and cleansing power of your Spirit. Forgive us, we pray. 
Forgive us for our willingness to settle for so much less than you desire to 
give us and to do in us.  Restore us to right relationship with you and with 
one another, for the sake of your Son, our Savior and Friend, Jesus Christ.
(Silence for a time of personal confession.)

Words of Assurance and Pardon

*Hymn 407: “Close to Thee”
              

Charge and Blessing                                        Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...  

Welcome to this Congregation of The United Methodist Church 
We pray  that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space.  If you are a visitor
please speak with the pastor as you leave.  Thank you.

Liturgists and Scriptures for Next Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020
Swords: Carl Mitcham; Fork Chapel: Cathy Smith

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32



Food Drive for October
Swords: Morgan Cares; Fork Chapel: Greene County Food Pantry

Peanut Butter and Jelly – Bring to your church by October 18, 2020.  Thank you.

Sermon Series on the Book of Philippians
Scripture for next Sunday, 9/27: Philippians 2:1-13 

Read and praying over each scripture.  Pray also that Dr. Gavalas
will be blessed on the Holy Spirit as he prepares next Sunday’s 
sermon.  Pray also that the Holy Spirit will give us all receptive 
spirit as the word is preached.

ONE PASSION - HE AND HE ALONE!
“For me to live in Christ and to die is gain.” Philippians

1:21

In these words we are surely brought face to face with the most 
important questions that can ever confront us - What is life? 
What is living? What does it mean to us? What is it all about? Is 
it not one of the major tragedies of life, indeed, is it not the 
greatest of all tragedies, that amid all our concerns about life, 
all our intellectual activity, all our discussions, the one thing 
which men and women are never concerned to face is the first 
and most obvious thing of all, namely life itself, and living. Not 
only is this a most important question in itself, but I want to go 
further and point out (and this, indeed, is especially the burden 
of this study) that here we stand face to face with the most 
thorough test we can ever encounter of our profession of the 
Christian faith. Because, of course, this is a word which is more 
or less meaningless to someone who is not a Christian.  So, 
then, I end with my question: is living to us, Christ? I wonder 
whether we can make that statement that was made by Count 
Zinzendorf, the Moravian leader who helped John Wesley both 
before and after his conversion. He had never had the vision 
that Paul had on the road to Damascus, but to him, too, Christ 
was in the center. Can we make his motto our own? 'I have one 
passion, it is he and he alone.' 'To me living is Christ.' Oh that 
we all might have this passion! I believe we could transform our 
land in a day, I believe a great revival would come, if only we 
had this passion. He and he alone! Let us dwell upon him; let us 
meditate upon him; let us ask the Holy Spirit to reveal him to us.
Let us pray for it; let us spend time with it; let us absorb it; let it
take the central place; let us do all we can to get to know him 

better, for to know him is to love him. I have one passion—it is 
he and he alone.

— Dr Martyn-Lloyd Jones


