
January 3, 2021 Epiphany

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

*Hymn 245: The First Noel

 

*Apostles Creed No. 881

Scripture and Prayers +Ron Hess / Zandy Cook

Matthew 2:1-12              Pew Bible: Swords 733; Fork Chapel: NT 2

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray to the Lord, saying, 

Give strength, O Lord, and bless us with peace. [Silent prayers]

All-glorious God maker, of heaven and earth, hear us as we pray:

Give strength, O Lord, and bless us with peace. [Silent prayers]

We pray for the world you have made. . . .

Move again over these troubled waters,

steeped in chemicals and stained with blood.

Where carelessness and violence bring chaos

restore order, goodness, and life. 

Give strength, O Lord, and bless us with peace. [Silent prayers]

We pray for the church you have redeemed. . . . 

Renew in us the gifts of your Spirit

and the call to Christian discipleship. 

Where history and heresy have divided us,

make us one in the baptism we share. Give strength, O Lord, and bless

us with peace. [Silent prayers]

We pray for the peoples you have created. . . .

Give to the leaders of all nations

the wisdom to know what is good.

Where people are poor and hungry

provide justice and daily bread. 

Give strength, O Lord, and bless us with peace. [Silent prayers]

We pray for the loved ones you have given us, especially for . . . .

Bless our families, friends, and neighbors;

keep them safe from trouble and danger. 

Where there is sorrow, sickness, or suffering

send your Spirit of comfort and healing. 

Give strength, O Lord, and bless us with peace. [Silent prayers]

All this we pray in the name of the Lord Jesus,

whose voice is our strength and salvation,

whose breath is the Spirit of peace. Amen. 

The Pastor’s Prayer

Offering with the Doxology

Fork Chapel: Solo by Zandy Cook

Sermon:                         “Longing and Fear” +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 510: Come, Ye Disconsolate

Confession and Pardon

Almighty and merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you 

and one another 

in both our actions and our inactions.

We recognize that in Jesus our light has come,

Yet often we choose to 

walk in the shadows 

and ignore the light.

Gracious God, forgive our sins

And remove from us the veil of darkness

which shrouds our lives.

Illumine us by your Word

so we may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory. Amen.

Thanksgiving and Communion (Hymnal 15)

*Hymn 468: Dear Jesus, in whose life I See

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”



We welcome you to worship today. 
We invite to find your home with us.  We promise you an exciting and
adventurous life in Christ.  Please speak with the pastor upon leaving.  

Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday: the Baptism of Jesus

Genesis. 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

Swords: Judy Foreman; Fork Chapel: Cathy Smith

Wrap Your Days in Prayer this Week

Questions for Reflection: Read Matthew 2:1-12
Warned in a dream of Herod’s evil intentions, the magi ‘left for their own country by
another road.” What could it mean for you to take “another road” you move begin a
New Year of your life?

Household Prayer: Morning
Loving God,
do not let my good intentions become a means of evil.
Do not let my trust become cooperation with sin.
Do not let my naivet become an opportunity for wickedness.
Make me prudent in acts of mercy,
firm in my resistance to evil,
and wise in my discernment of wrong,
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
Loving God,
in the journey of life
guide me by the star that leads to Jesus,
that I may return to you transformed by his love. Amen.

Epiphany Prayer of the Day

God of every nation, 

by the light of a wondrous star 

you led wandering magi to the humble infant Jesus,

revealing to them your salvation for the world.

In the miraculous and the mundane,

in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your grace,

lead us to Christ,

that we may offer our worship

and serve him with sincerity of heart; 

for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever. Amen.


