
January 10, 2021 Baptism of Jesus

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude Welcome and Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No. 714:  I Know Whom I Have Believed

No. 172: My Jesus, I Love Thee

Confession and Pardon

Jesus' Summary of the Law from Matthew 22:37-40

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great

commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your

neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the

Law and the Prophets (Silence for personal confession).

Let confess who we are before God and one another:

God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are—

not worthy to kneel at your feet, not ready to welcome your way. 

Forgive us, gracious God.  In Christ, stoop down to save us;

loosen the ties that bind us to sin and set us free to love and serve

you; in Jesus' name. Amen.

*Apostles Creed: Hymnal 881

Scripture and Prayers +Tom Roberts and Erica Cole

Acts Mark 1:4-11              Pew Bible: Swords 761; Fork Chapel: NT 94

Prayers of the Church—The Baptism of Jesus

Dear heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise that in your mercy

you brought us to baptism, and there gave us Jesus’ holiness in exchange

for our sin and impurity.  Thank you for our parents who brought us up

in the faith and to baptism, thank you for those other people whom you

used to bring us the gospel, and thank you for our pastors and teachers in

the faith. Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

We pray for the baptized people of God, that we may hang on to your

promises in true faith, especially when we experience the wilderness of

sin and evil within, and temptations and trials from outside.  Strengthen

us with your Holy Spirit so that Jesus’ victory may be our victory.  Lord, in

your mercy…hear our prayer.

We pray for all people, that the good news of Christ will be proclaimed

and heard by all people, and that many will believe and be baptized.  To

this end, send and support pastors, missionaries, teachers, and lay people

able to give truthful and loving witness to Christ.  Lord, in your

mercy…hear our prayer.

Have mercy on those in need, those who are struggling because of

domestic violence and break-down, those who are suffering from harmful

behavior and hurting relationships.  Heal, restore, and renew dear Lord.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick, those who are disabled, those in hospital, those

facing death.  Show them the light of the gospel, provide helpers and care

takers and medical resources, and heal both body and soul.  Be with those

among us who are sick or recovering from surgery, especially those we

name now (pause).  Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you have shown us your love and salvation in the

baptism of your Son.  Accept these prayers of your children in the name

of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer The Doxology

Sermon:                       “Torn Open by God” +Dr. Gavalas

Renewal of Baptismal Vows – Hymnal 50

Wesley Covenant Prayer - Hymnal 607

*Hymn 514: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”

Music for Going Forth



We welcome you to worship today. 
We pray that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space.  We invite you to
find your home with us.  We promise you an exciting and adventurous life in
Christ.  Please speak with the pastor upon leaving or meet him as the altar
during the last hymn.  Again, welcome.  

Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday

1 Sam. 3:1-10; Psalm 139; 1 Cor. 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

Swords: Carl Mitcham; Fork Chapel: Leroy Rice

Wrap Your Days in Prayer and Reflection this Week

 Questions for Reflection

What is the difference between baptism with water alone (John's baptism; see
Acts 19:3, Mark 1:8) and baptism with the Holy Spirit (baptism into Jesus; see 
Acts 19:4–5, Mark 1:8)? Why is it important to use water in baptism? What
does water mean in your daily life? What difference does the Holy Spirit make
in baptism? What difference does the Holy Spirit make in your daily life? 

Household Prayer: Morning
Living God, maker of light, 
thank you for the gift of this day.
Let me be a light in your world
so that people will look at me
and see the goodness of your creation;
in Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening
Living God, maker of light, 
thank you for the gift of this night.
Let me be at peace in your presence
so that I may rest, be restored,
and arise to praise your glory;
in Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 

Epiphany Prayer for Our Nation
Lord, you have warned us that a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand:
hear us as we pray for the healing of divisions in the life of our nation.
Help us to recognize that the things we have in common are of greater worth
than those on which we differ. Deepen our understanding of one another’s
needs and our respect for one another’s opinions; and unite us in the common
cause of justice, truth and freedom, for the honor and glory of your name.


