
January 24, 2021 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude Welcome and Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No. 400: Come, thou fount of every blessing

No. 395: Take time to be holy

*Apostles Creed: Hymnal 881

Confession and Pardon

Let confess who we are before God and one another:

Holy God, you see into each of us 

and know us fully as creatures 

in need of your constant care.

We confess that we have neither heard your word 

nor followed your will. 

We have failed our nation, our neighbors, 

our families, our friends, and ourselves.

Give us ears to hear your wisdom. 

Lead us to honesty and faith

so that we may begin again 

with renewed strength; 

in Jesus' name. Amen.

Scripture and Prayers +Carl Mitcham and Leroy Rice

1 Samuel 3:1-10              Pew Bible: Swords 212; Fork Chapel: OT 247

Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the world: for leaders of nations, that wisdom and

integrity will prevail for the good of all people, especially the poor; for

regions torn by conflict, that peace may reign and living become an

enterprise of construction rather than destruction; God of grace, hear

our prayer. [silent prayers]

Let us pray for all people of faith: for the unity of the body of Christ, 

that divisions might not turn people away from the church; that wherever

prayers are raised up, the one God of all will hear; for all people who

nurture life in the name of a greater good; God of grace, hear our prayer.

[silent prayers]

Let us pray for our own nation: for the president and Congress, the

Supreme Court and all judges, for state governments, city councils, school

boards, and all who have power to make policy, that all consideration be

given to what is most healthy for people and creatures; God of grace,

hear our prayer. [silent prayers]

Let us pray for those in need: for those who are hungry in our nation and

world, for those who have no home and no employment, for those who

are either unjustly or justly imprisoned, for parents and children who live

in fear for any reason, and for all who are in mourning; God of grace,

hear our prayer.  [silent prayers]

For all other concerns of this assembly now spoken aloud or silently, . . .

[A time of silence is kept.] God of grace, hear our prayer.

With thanksgiving, we remember all those who have shaped us in your

ways, O God.  Receive our prayers and grant whatever you see that your

people need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer The Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook at Fork Chapel

Gospel Lesson: John 1:43-51 +Pew Bible: Swords 809; Fork Chapel NT92

Sermon:                       Do You Have a Fig Tree? +Dr. Gavalas

*Hymn 593: Here I am, Lord (Theme hymn for Epiphany Season)

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”

Music for Going Forth

We welcome you to worship today. 
We pray that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space.  We invite you to
find your home with us.  We promise you an exciting and adventurous life in
Christ.  Please speak with the pastor upon leaving or meet him as the altar
during the last hymn.  Again, welcome.  



Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday 1/31

Deut 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

Swords: Louise Hess; Fork Chapel: Bonnie Duvall

Wrap Your Days in Prayer and Reflection this Week

Household Prayer: Morning

As I rise this day, O God, 
I give you thanks for breath and life, 

for the people I will see today, 
for family, neighbors, and friends, 

and for those whose ways are challenging to my serenity. 
Help me to give thanks especially
for the people who pull me to new understandings 

and show me sides of life that I have not known 
or do not welcome. 
Urge me to follow you today; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening
As the evening comes and the time for rest draws near, O God,
I give you thanks for another full and mystifying day. 
I have not done everything I had hoped to do. 
I have not forgiven myself or others as I ought. 
I ask now that you, who know me through and through, 
will lead me to let go of what I cannot change 
and seek anew tomorrow for a more enlightened path. 
I long for your guidance and your care. 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021 - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Service as usual.  Masks recommended.  Ashes will be administered by the

pastor using a fresh, new Qtip for each person.

Lenten Study: “The Walk” by Adam Hamilton

A six week study of Jesus’ walk trough his last week in life.   Classes will

meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning Feb. 17, 2021.

Food Bank Items needed for January and February

Fork Chapel: Greene County Food Pantry; Swords: Morgan Cares

January: Dried beans and peas.  Bring to church by Sunday, 1/30.

February: Spaghetti sauce and pasta.  Bring to church by Sunday 2/21


