
February 21, 2021 First Sunday in Lent

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude

*Hymn Sing: No. 144: This Is My Father’s World

No. 130: God Will Take Care of You

*Apostles Creed No. 881

Prayers of the Church +Ron Hess / Leroy Rice

Psalm 28 – Hymnal 760 (read responsively)

Prayers of Intercession 

Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life.

Thank you for ministering to us through angels seen and unseen in times

that test us. Thank you for claiming us as a people beloved forever. 

Because of your great love and care for us, we trust you in our brightest

joys and deepest needs.  We rejoice when dark clouds of trouble are

overtaken by the light of your presence and new possibilities, when things

settle down after a time of tossing about, when the great storm is over, 

and when the promise of resurrection life takes hold in us with sure and

certain hope.

 

Hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of the world.

In places of violence and warfare, give us the courage to lay down our

weapons of death and promote life and well-being instead.

In places of drought and fire, bring rains that make the earth colorful and

verdant again.  

In places where the waters overtake their boundaries,  allow the

overflowing chaos to recede.

Loving God, 

in life and in death, we belong to you. 

So in the midst of life, we entrust ourselves to your care.

We are bold to ask for help when we are confused, lost, or afraid. 

We are eager to ask for healing for our bodies and minds, whether

wounded, ill, or recovering.

And we are unceasing in our prayers for those we love who are far from us

physically, emotionally, or spiritually.   In the midst of death and grief,

even though we are weary,  we return again and again, praying for

comfort, for an easing of the pain that comes from loss, and for the light

of your presence to pierce the present darkness. 

As the heavens were torn open at Jesus' baptism, and the curtain in the

temple was torn at his crucifixion, so now tear open anything that divides

us from you or hides your presence in our lives or in the church.  We

desire to hear your voice of love, to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

and to see you clearly.  Lead us to serve others faithfully as disciples of

Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer

Offering with the Doxology

Fork Chapel: Solo by Zandy Cook

Scripture: Mark 1:9-15 +Pew Bible: Swords 761; Fork Chapel NT 34

Sermon:                       “Strengthening Angels” +Dr. Gavalas

*Communion Hymn 624: Bread of the World

Service of Word and Table II: No. 12 

*Hymn 707: Hymn of Promise (Theme hymn for Lent

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”

We welcome you to worship today. 
We invite to find your church home with us.  We promise you an exciting and
adventurous life in Christ.  Please speak with the pastor that he may welcome
you personally.

Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday

Fourth Sunday in Lent (3/14)

Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107: Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21

Swords: Patricia; Fork Chapel: Nancy Copelan



Lenten Study: “The Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus”

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. Teacher: Tom Roberts. 

Food Bank items needed for March

Fork Chapel: Greene County Food Pantry; Swords: Morgan Cares

Rice or Instant Potatoes,.  Bring to church by Sunday 3/21

On-line Daily Lenten Devotional Messages

Enrich your spiritual life.  View Dr. Gavalas’ daily devotional message on

Church website: (www.forkchapelumc.org).  A written script of each

message provided.

This Week’s Morning and Evening Prayers

Question for Reflection 

Psalm 62 ends by saying, “ O God, you repay to all according to their

work.” Some of us may find that statement unsettling. Would you rather

have God treat you with the payment you deserve or with the grace that

you hope for in Jesus Christ? 

Household Prayer: Morning 

Loving God, no matter what I am facing today—

mourning or gladness, buying or selling—

help me to focus on you throughout it all. 

Then bring me home safely to you. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

 

Loving God, thank you for the assurance 

that I live forgiven and loved by you. 

I need your grace and 

want to share your grace with others. 

As I face this night, help me to pour out my heart to you

and then rest in peace. Amen.  


