
April 11, 2021 2nd Sunday of Easter

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude Welcome and Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No. 310: He Lives

No. 452: My Faith Looks Up to Thee

*Apostles Creed: Hymnal 881

Prayer for Illumination(1 John 1:1–2:1) +Carolyn Copelan

God of all who doubt and believe,

by the gift of your Spirit

enable us to hear with our ears,

to see with our eyes,

and to touch with our hands

your Word of life—Jesus Christ—

our Lord and our God. Amen.

First Lesson: 1 John, 1:1-2:2 (NT page 238) +Carolyn Copelan

Prayers of Intercession +Carolyn Copelan

Living God, giver of life, hear us as we pray, saying, Pour out your

blessing, O Lord; send us your Spirit of peace. 

We pray for the church (silent prayers). Let your church be a living sign

of the woundedness and healing of Christ, sharing the gift of forgiveness

and the gospel of reconciliation.  Pour out your blessing, O Lord; send

us your Spirit of peace. 

We pray for the earth (silent prayers). Help us to see the scars of death

that mark your good creation, and to seek the blessing of life that you

offer to all creatures.  Pour out your blessing, O Lord; send us your

Spirit of peace. 

We pray for all nations (silent prayers).  Show us how good and pleasant

it is when people live together in unity, and anoint us with your wisdom

so that we may seek the ways of life. Pour out your blessing, O Lord;

send us your Spirit of peace. 

We pray for this community (silent prayers.) Give us a vision of the

common good: not clinging to our own possessions but seeking the

fullness of life for all as a testimony to Christ's resurrection.  Pour out

your blessing, O Lord; send us your Spirit of peace. 

We pray for loved ones (silent prayers). Be near to those who walk in

darkness and lead us all into Christ's light so that our fellowship may be

true and our joy may be complete. Pour out your blessing, O Lord;

send us your Spirit of peace. 

By the blessing of your Spirit, help us to live as we pray so that the world

may come to know the gift of life in Christ our Lord. Amen

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer The Doxology

Special Music: Zandy Cook at Fork Chapel

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31 (NT page 115)

Sermon:                                Parked Beliefs +Dr. Gavalas

Prayer of Confession

You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with

signs and wonders, in flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live

and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; forgive

us. Enter into our lives  and cast out our fear so that we may come

to trust in you and have life in Jesus' name. Amen.

*Hymn 452: Trust and Obey (Theme hymn for Epiphany Season)

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”

Music for Going Forth

We welcome you to worship today. 
We pray that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space.  We invite you to
find your home with us.  We promise you an exciting and adventurous life in
Christ.  Please speak with the pastor upon leaving or meet him as the altar
during the last hymn.  Again, welcome.  



Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday

Liturgist to be announced

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Greene County Food Pantry Needs for April

Corn, Green Beans, or any canned vegetables

Bring to church by Sunday 4/17

Wrap Your Days in Prayer and Reflection this Week

Questions for Reflection
It all happened on Sunday. It was on “the first day of the week” (John
20:19)—the same day Jesus rose from the dead (John 20:1)—when the risen
Lord appeared to a group of disciples in a locked house and offered them the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Then, one week later (John 20:26), Jesus came again to
the disciples (still shut inside the house), this time allowing Thomas to see and
touch his hands and side. 

Now, think about the place where you gather for worship on Sunday. Is it open
to the surprising presence of Christ and the liberating gifts of the Spirit? (If not,
does the Spirit still move? Does Jesus show up anyway?) Are there times when
your questions and doubts grow deeper? Are there times when your faith is
strengthened and renewed? 

Household Prayer: Morning

God of light, I praise you for the gift of this new day.
By the power of your Spirit enable me to live in your light
and seek the holy fellowship of Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Be with me, Lord Jesus, at the evening of this day. 
Enter into my heart and fill it with your peace
so that I may rejoice and rest in your presence. Amen.


