
April 18, 2021 3rd Sunday of Easter

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude Welcome and Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No. 714: I Know Whom I Have Believed

No. 405: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

*Apostles Creed: Hymnal 881

Scripture and Prayer Leroy Rice

Psalm 19 - Hymnal 750 (responsive reading) Leroy Rice

Prayer for Others (inspired by Psalm 19:14) Leroy Rice

Creator God, we come before you
asking prayers for those who lead
nations, and cities, and churches, and homes.

As you poured out your love in the Word
may we hear your word and follow
may the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hearts lead us to you.

Holy One, we come before you — a people broken by life:
the sick, the poor, the hungry,
those we pass by without seeing them and their suffering.

Help us to see as You see
as you poured out your love in the Word.
May we hear your word and follow
may the words of our mouths and
the meditations of our hearts lead us to you.

God of Mercy, we come before you –
seeking to live as you command, but often failing
because we are torn by:
cries of despair, cries of anger, 
cries for power, cries for control:
we are lost to foolishness and stumbling blocks
despite your love in the Word

Help us to hear your word and follow
May the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hearts lead us
to you.

Gentle God, we come before you giving thanks for all our blessings:
the gift of life, hope, faith, love, family, friends, all we care for this day.  
Help us to be Your hands.

Incline Your heart, O gracious God, and teach us to love
Our Christ, our rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer The Doxology

Special Music: “Oceans” Beth Cook

Gospel Lesson: Philippians 3:12-4:1

Sermon:                     The Winning that Really Counts +Dr. Gavalas

Prayer of Confession

Refuge of our hearts,

we must speak of how we have not made you the center of our lives.

We look for shelter in the false security of the world,

not in your promises.

Our fears are driven by our emotions and decisions,

not by our trust in you.

We look to the powerful, the beautiful, the athletic 

to be our role models,

instead of the One who comes in your name.

Have mercy on us, our Light and our Hope,

and touch us with your forgiving grace.

Fill our hearts with your presence,

so we might recognize the One who has come

to gather us up and lead us into your Kingdom,

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Hymn: Higher Ground (words on reverse page)

*Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”



We welcome you to worship today. 
We pray that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space.  We invite you to
find your home with us.  We promise you an exciting and adventurous life in
Christ.  Please speak with the pastor upon leaving or meet him as the altar
during the last hymn.  Again, welcome.  

Liturgist and Scriptures for next Sunday

Liturgist: Billy Duvall

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18

Greene County Food Pantry Needs for May

Canned fruit – Bring to church by Sunday 5/16

Hymn: Higher Ground

I’m pressing on the upward way,
New heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I’m onward bound,
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”

Refrain:
Lord, lift me up and let me stand,
By faith, on Heaven’s tableland,
A higher plane than I have found;
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.

My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Though some may dwell where those abound,
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground. (Refrain)

I want to live above the world,
Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound,
The song of saints on higher ground. (Refrain)

I want to scale the utmost height
And catch a gleam of glory bright;
But still I’ll pray till heav’n I’ve found,
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 
Refrain:


