
May 9, 2021 Mother’s Day

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prelude Welcome and Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No.  92: For the Beauty of the Earth (all verses)

*Apostles Creed: Hymnal 881

Prayer Scripture: Psalm 139:1-18 (Hymnal 854 241) +Zandy Cook

Litany of Thanksgiving for Our Mothering God

As one whom a mother comforts, 

so I will comfort you – Isaiah 66:13. (RSV)
Gentle, patient God, thank you for your tender care.

Can a mother forget the baby at her breast

and have no compassion on the child she has borne?
Though she may forget,
I will not forget you! Isaiah 49:15 (NIV)
Loving, caring God, thank you for your compassionate care.

But I have calmed and quieted myself,
I am like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child I am content. Psalm 131:2

Protecting, embracing God, thank you for your nurturing care.

How often have I longed to gather your children together,
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings… Matthew 23:37

Comforting, warmhearted God, thank you for your gentle care.

God was like an eagle hovering over its nest,
overshadowing its young,

Then spreading its wings, lifting them into the air,
teaching them to fly. (Deuteronomy 32:11 The Message)
Ever present, sustaining God, thank you for your enduring care

I have cared for you since you were born.  
Yes, I carried you before you were born. (Isaiah 46:3 NLT)
Sustaining, all sufficient God, thank you for your satisfying care

I will be your God throughout your lifetime—
until your hair is white with age.
I made you, and I will care for you.   
I will carry you along and save you. (Isaiah 46:4 NLT)

Faithful, providing God, thank you for mothers and their love

Everlasting and eternal One, thank you for your mothering love.
Amen, Amen and Amen

The Pastor’s Prayer with Lord’s Prayer

The Offering with Doxology

Solo: Zandy Cook

Gospel Lesson: Isaiah 49:3-16 Pew Bible OT page 679

Sermon:                          God Loves Like a Mother +Dr. Gavalas

Prayer: God with a Mother's Heart
God with a mother’s heart,
you gather us as your children.

You comfort and hold us in your warm embrace.

When we hurt your arms enfold us.
When we are afraid your wings protect us.

When we are hungry you feed us with the bread of life.

God with a mother’s heart,
your love surrounds and supports us,

in good times and in tough,
in the midst of joy and pain,
always and everywhere.
You will never leave nor abandon us.

God eternal and loving one,
God with a mother’s heart,
we thank you this day,

for being part of your family.

*Hymn 130: Be not Dismayed

Charge and Blessing       Dismissal Chorus: “God be with you...”



We welcome you to worship today. 
We pray that you will be blessed of God in this sacred space. 

Liturgist next Sunday: Perkins Williams

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

Greene County Food Pantry Needs for May: Canned fruit - Due 5/16

Honor Your Mother
2 Timothy 1:1-7

The well-known theologian Karl Barth was asked by a reporter, “Sir, you have

written huge volumes about God. Tell me, how do you know it is all true?”
According to the story, he answered, “My mother told me.”

That’s a rather simple answer to a profound question. But this answer says a lot

about the influence mothers have on the home and on their children. While both
parents have an important role in early childhood nurture, it is usually the mother
who makes the home and shapes the minds of little children. The mother is often
the first one to tell her children about the Lord.

As a child, the first person I looked for when coming home from school was my
mother. After she passed away, our home life changed radically. My father did
what he could to keep our home special, but it was never the same without our

mother.

If your mother is still living, tell her how much you love her and respect her. In
the nine years I knew my mother, I never once told her that. Thank her for who

she is, and for how she has shaped your life. And if she is gone, thank God for
who she was in your life.

If perhaps your mother is or was not the mother you wished you had, ask God to

help you forgive her even now, and to give you the grace to love and accept her
as she is or was.

Prayer

Lord God, we thank you for our mothers. Help us to love and respect them. Help
us to be loving children as well as loving parents and spouses, for your sake.
Amen.

Written by Art Schoonveld in Today’s Devotion


