
June 27, 2021 Pentecost in 5th Sunday

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Greeting, Concerns, Opening Prayer

*Hymn Sing No.   507: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
No. 553: And Are We Yet Alive
(Sung to Tune of “Blest be the tie that binds)

*Apostles Creed No. 881

Scripture and Intercessions  - Nancy Copelan, Prayer Leader

Scripture: Romans 8:35-39 (Pew Bible NT 158

Let us pray for our brother, Tony, and for all ministers of the Church,
that God may continue to nourish them with God’s living Word.

For Tony: for God to fill his heart with compassion, his hands with strength to
do the Spirit’s will, and his mouth to speak Christ’s peace to all. We pray to the
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

For all ministers, for the Holy Spirit to bring to completion the good work
begun in them by Christ. We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

For this community, for comfort in the absence of our friend and renewed
commitment to the vision of God’s reign. We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our
prayer.

For the community that will receive our brother, Tony, for a gracious welcome,
a generosity of spirit, and genuine care for our friend. We pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who long to hear the Word of God, for those who are poor and
hungry, and those without work or companionship. We pray to the Lord. Lord,
hear our prayer. Amen

Offering with Doxology

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 (Pew Bible NT 180)

Sermon                            “Transitions” +Dr. Gavalas

Liturgy of Farewell to a Pastor

Special Music:        Hymnal 451: “ Be Thou My Vision” +Zandy Cook 

Scripture – Bonnie Duvall, Chair PPRC 
      

Sisters and brothers, Jesus commissioned his disciples
 to preach the Good News to the ends of the earth.  
Today we send our friend, Tony, to announce the Gospel in new ways.
With hearts open to the Spirit, let us listen to God’s Word.

Romans 10:9-18 (Pew Bible NT p. 160) – Read by Bonnie Duvall

Thanksgiving – Led by Bonnie Duvall

Members of the congregation I invite you to share your stories about how our
ministry together with Tony has been a proclamation of the Gospel in you life
and in the life of Fork Chapel. 

The Great Thanksgiving – Hymnal 13

 Blessing – Bonnie Duvall

Let us ask for God’s blessing upon our brother.

Lord Jesus, Word Made Flesh,
from the beginning of creation
you named and claimed us for yourself.
Look with kindness upon your servant, Tony,
who leaves this community,
marked by your cross, fed by your word,
filled with our care, and sent to be your presence
to all he meets.
Guide him on the way,
and bless him with your wisdom,
that he may be a word of hope for a world in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Tony’s Words of Gratitude and Farewell Blessing 

*Hymn 557: “Blest be the tie that binds”

Charge and Blessing with Dismissal chorus



A Farewell Message from Tony Gavalas

Saying goodbye is hard!
As we say goodbye and give thanks to God for the relationship we have shared as
Pastor and Church Family there are a few things I want you to hear clearly as I
depart.

1) Thank You!
You have blessed me over the last six years in countless ways.  I will always be
grateful for the love you showed to me during the good days and not so good days
in our ministry together.  You were the church to me during our time together in
profound ways, and I will never forget it.  I will also forever be grateful for the
relationships I have shared with you and for the thousands of ways you have shown
God’s love and kindness to me.  I thank you from the depths of my heart!

2) You Have Been and Are an Exceptional Congregation!
I have never led another congregation who has been more responsive to my
leadership. You exhibited trust in my spiritual leadership at critical times in our life
together. It has been a joy and a privilege to serve as your Pastor and to see God
at-work in you and through you.

3) Forgive Me
No Pastor is perfect. We all fail and let people down. If I have failed you in any
way, I ask your forgiveness. Please don’t let my shortcomings keep you from
pursuing your relationship with God through the church with all your heart.

4) The Best is Yet to Come!
God has a critical purpose for you in this day and time. There are people all around
Fork Chapel UMC who need Jesus. Keep being the heart, hands, and feet of Christ
to people who need Him.

Know that I appreciate and love all of you and you will always be in my prayers,

5) My final blessing.
On his death bed, John Wesley, our father in the Faith, shared his final blessing on
“the people called Methodists.”  He said, “Best of all, God is with us yet.”  I leave
you with the same blessing.  Church, take heart!  “If God is for us, who can be
against us.  No one!  For there is nothing in heaven or on earth that can separate us
from the Love of God in Jesus Christ.”  (Roman8:35-39.  With God on your side,
the gates of hell shall not prevail against you and your ministries.  Amen.

Your friend in Christ,
Tony Gavalas


